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Egyptian-Israeli trade talks end 


- CAlRO (RJ— ^ Egyptianand Israeli officials concluded three days 
: of xa^s -Wednesday saying they were optimistic that bilateral 
trade, frozen lastyear after the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, would 
soon, resume, Israel's chief delegate, Avraham Asbcry, told rep- 
orters after a six-hour session: “We are confident that practical 
results, of .these talks will be felt in the near future.” Egypt’s 
deputy minister for foreign trade, Ahmad Wafaa A1 Din, also 
expressed optimism on the outcome of the talks. Trade ties, along 
with other moves to normalise relations between the two coi£ 
ntries, were frozen by Egypt in protest at Israel's military action. 
Mr. Asbery said Egypt, the only Arab country to sign a treaty with 
Israel, had indicated it intended “to facilitate trade with Israel.’* 
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2 Israeli officers killed near Beirut 


TEL AVIV t R ) — Two Israeli army officers were killed Wed- 
nesday when their vehicle hit a landmine near Beirut on the road 
to Damascus, an Israeli army spokesman said. The incident occ- 
urred near the town of Kuhhnle and Israeli soldiers were marching 
the area, the spokesman added. Earlier. Lebanese security sou- 
rces in Beirut said a rocket-propelled gr nude h.id JeMroyed an 
Israeli car in the same area. 
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Shamir returns to Israel with new proposals 

Reagan assures Lebanon 
of continued U.S. efforts 
for Israeli withdrawal 


WASHINGTON (R) — Leb- 
anon’s special envoy met Pre- 
sident Reagan Wednesday and 
said he was given an assurance 


that the United States would 
press efforts to secure , the wit- 
hdrawal of ail foreign troops 
from Lebanon. 



His Majesty King Hussein speaks with Armed Forces Commander- 
in-Chief Lt.-Gen. Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker before his departure to 
Boon Wednesday (Petra photo) 


King arrives in Bonn 


: ‘Norway helped 
Sweden 

identify ^NATO sub 5 

•/ STOCKHOLM (R) — Top Nor- 
: ; wegjan naval officers helped Swe- 
den identify one of a number of 
•••_. submarines hjmidmg in Swedish 
’- waters last October as a North 
' - AUantfc Treaty Organisation 
■ -(NATO) vessel, the business new- 
spaper Dagens Industri said Wed- 
nesday. Norway is a member of 
the North Atlantic alliance. Swe- 
' . den is nentraL On Tuesday, Dag- 
ens Industri quoted what it called 

• well informed Swedish and for- 
eign defence sources as saying 

v . hydrophone signals emitted by 
J -S one of the submarines showed it 
C : was from an unspecified NATO 
country. 

Soviet navy recovers 

• fallen ‘satellite’ 

CANBERRA (R) — Soviet navy 
.. .hips Wednesday recovered from 
. . ihe Indian Ocean what Australian 
defence officials believe was a mil- 
iary satellite. The officials said 
.he satellite splashed down 300 
. niles sooth of the Cocos Islands, 
)ff Australia’s west coast. It was 
aken aboard by the Soviet force, 
which included two gnided missile 
1 '-destroyers, three space vehicle 
• - mrl ttover y ships, a support ship and 
‘ missile range instru mentation 
wsseL Australia's air force and 
.aavy monitored the vessels as they 
waited for die satellite to splash 
Jowth Wednesday morning, def- 
ence officials said 

Cheysson ends 
visit to Algiers 

. ?AR1S (R) — French Foreign 
’-vtfniser Claude Cheysson left 
\lgkn Tuesday after a short visit 
. fX talks with Algerian President 
■Thadfi Benjedid and his foreign 
minister, Ahmad Taleb Ibrahimi. 
Diplomatic sources said one of 
Wr. Cheysson’ s main reasons for 
. he vtsfi was to convince Algeria to 
Mead a conference of Western 
. ..Mediterranean countries pro- 
wed by France. 

Libyan cargo plane 
crashes near Tripoli 

ANKARA (R> — A Libyan cargo 
"plane crashed in a sandstorm 

• iear Tripoli on Monday killing all 
r... -’we crew aboard, Turkish state 

- who reported Wednesday. Two 
*-" *hrks, Pilot Aydin Tekkoc and 
Tight Engineer Yalcin AJtin, i 
/ere among the dead. Tire others j 
fere two Libyans and one Briton 
ot the . radio did not identify 
tern. The plane, a Boeing 707 
elonging to the Libyan charter 
xnpany United African Airlines, 
ad carried meat from Ankara to 
. ebha, in southern Libya, and cra- 
. tin its return journey, the 
idio said. 

Ankara demands 
- - Heath 

lenaltyfor 17 

nr ANBUL (R) — The death 
swify was demanded for four 
sfendants when 17 alleged 

ambers of an extreme leftist fac- 

dq went on trial in an Istanbul 
iteaiy court Wednesday. The 
1, said by the prosecution to bel- 
to’ a group called the 
amist-Leninist Armed Pro- 
©*flda Union-Progressive Lib- 
ation Organisation, were acc- 
fed of murder, armed robbery 
d membership of an illegal 
.-rap. All but one are in det- 
ition. 
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Saeb Sal am, a former Lebanese 
prime minister who has par- 
ticipated in four days of Was- 
hington talks involving U.S., Isr- 
aeli and Lebanese officials, quo- 
ted Mr. Reagan as saying “I have 
no reverse gear” in American pol- 
icy. 

Reiterating his government's 
refusal to have a continuing Israeli 
presence in Lebanon. Mr. Sal am 
said "he (Mr. Reagan) is going 
ahead. He wants Lebanon on its 
feet again.” 

A senior Reagan administration 
official meanwhile told reporters 
there had been progress but no 
breakthrough in the talks, which 
also included meetings between 
the president and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

Mr. Shamir, who saw Mr. Rea- 
gan on Monday, returned to Israel 
Tuesday saying he was taking back 
new ideas on monitoring “sec- 
urity” in southern Lebanon. 

The senior official who briefed 
reporters said U.S. envoys Philip 
Habib and Morris Draper would 
return to the Middle East this 


BEIRUT (R) — Fourteen U.S. 
and Italian soldiers were injured 
Tuesday night and Wednesday 
morning in the worst spate of att- 
acks on the four-nation peace 
force since it arrived in Beirut last 
September, officials said 

Officers in. both contingents of 
the 5. 000-strong multinational 
force said they would continue to 
run patrols through the Lebanese 
capital despite the three attacks. 

Five U.S. Marines were injured 
Wednesday morning when a band 
grenade was burled at a 12-man 
patrol as it was passing through 
the southern suburb of Ouzai, just 
north of the Marine base at Beirut 
airport, a U.S. spokesman said 

Late Tuesday night, two jeeps 
full of Italian troops were attacked 
with small arms on the airport 
road, informed Italian sources 
said. When a team of paratroops 
went to search for the attackers, 
they too came under fire and a 
two-minute gunbattle ensued. 

Nine Italians were injured the 
sources said. One officer lost his 
foot when it was hit by a rifle- 
launched grenade and two soldiers 
were temporarily paralysed and 
underwent surgery in an Italian 
field hospital. 

Lebanese army soldiers imm- 
ediately cordoned off the area of 
the attack on the Marines. State- 
run Beirut Radio said four sus- 
pects were arrested but there was 
no clue to the identity of the ass- 


BONN (R) — West German Cha- 
ncellor Helmut Kohl was locked in 
battle over posts and policies with 
right-wing leader Franz Josef Str- 
auss Wednesday as an open power 
struggle developed over the future 
shape of his coalition government. 

The Bavarian Christian Social 
Union (CSU), sister party of Mr. 
Kohl ' 5 Christian Democrats 
(CDU), demanded that Mr. Str- 


PAR2S (R) — President Francois 
Mitterrand Wednesday held his 
first cabinet meeting since the rul- 
ing left's sharp municipal electron 
reverses, with ministers still ner- 
vously waiting to learn their fate in 
a delayed reshuffle. 

: The extent of the changes was 
not expected to be known before 
next week, when the president will 
go on television to outline- a new 
economic strategy, informed sou- 


weekend with instructions to try to 
"wrap it up” anQ win an agr- 
eement for withdrawal of Israel 
forces from Lebanon. 

He said the United States bel- 
ieved Syrian and Palestinian for- 
ces would leave along with the Isr- 
aelis but not before Lebanon rea- 
ched an accord with Israel. 

Mr. Sal am was accompanied to 
the White House by Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Elie Salem, who 
declined to add to remarks made 
to reporters by Mr. Salam. 

The major issue in this week's 
Washington talks and in pro- 
tracted negotiations in Lebanon 
and Israel has been Israel's dem- 
and for “security arrangements” 
in southern Lebanon. 

Israel has proposed joint 
Israeli-Lebanese patrols and obs- 
ervation stations and Mr. Shamir 
spoke repeatedly in Washington 
of the need for close cooperation 
on security between the two cou- 
ntries. 

The United States wants a total 
pullback of Israeli troops, who 


ail ants. 

Marines commander Col. 
James Mead said the five U.S. 
casualties were evacuated for hos- 
pital tests aboard the helicopter 
earner USS Guadalcanal lying otf 
the Mediterranean coast. 

“I would like to (stress) veiy 
forcefully that all five injuries are 
very superficial. There is no dan- 
ger of loss of life,” he told rep- 
orters at the heavily -guarded and 
sandbagged Marine base outside 
Beirut airport. 

“We will not allow a single act 
of terrorism to stop us from our 
mission which is (maintaining a) 
presence here and peacekeeping.” 

Col. Mead said the grenade was 
hurled from a second storey win- 
dow and exploded amidst the Mar- 
ines. They did not have time to fire 
back, be said. 

An Italian officer, who declined 
to be identified, said nothing 
would change in the 2,000-strong 
Italian contingent, which he said 
was already taking full security 
precautions. 

No statement has been issued 
by the Italians. Eyewitnesses said 
the paratroops found no trace of 
the assailants or any blood after 
the gun battle. 

The multinational force, which 
also includes French and British 
units, originally came to Beirut to 
oversee the withdrawal of Pal- 
estinian fighters from the capital, 
then besieged by Israeli troops. 


auss, its leader, be allowed to take 
his pick of cabinet jobs. 

TTie call, published in the CSU 
newspaper Bayerokurier as the 
third round of coalition talks 
began, angered Christian Dem- 
ocratic officials who said the CSU 
leader's public bid for power was 
becoming increasingly emb- 
arrassing and unseemly. 

The 67-year-old Bavarian lea- 


huffle Tuesday following a set- 
back for the Socialists and their 
Communist allies in municipal 
.elections which ended on Sunday. 

But presidential spokesman 
Michel Vauzefle punctured the 
suspense late in the day by den- 
ying that any cabinet reo- 
rganisation had been promised. 

Ministers at Wednesday’s cab- 
inet meeting, which discussed the 
outcome of the elections, were 


invaded Lebanon last June. 

The U.S. official said the Rea- 
gan administration believed the 
Lebanese army was capable of 
guaranteeing security in southern 
Lebanon. 

But he underlined U.S. wil- 
lingness to consider the idea of 
expanding the current mul- 
tinational force in Beirut, com- 
posed of troops from the United 
States, Italy, France and Britain, 
for duty in the south. 

Mr. Salam, asked if U.S. Mar- 
ines would be sent to southern 
Lebanon, replied: “That is a que- 
stion that is hanging.” 

He said President Reagan ass- 
ured the Lebanese delegation he 
wouid still pursue his policy “of 
trying to give all help to free Leb- 
anon of all occupying forces and 
also to help Lebanon to get rec- 
onstructed by its government.” 

"We cannot have anything that 
infringes on the sovereignty of 
Lebanon... “Mr. Salam said. “No 
foreign troops in occupation, no 
Israeli troops. No other troops.” 


RIYADH (R) — Former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter Wed- 
nesday urgeu Jordan and the Pal- 
estinians to enter U.S. -sponsored 
peace negotiations with Israel- 

Mr. Carter, speaking to rep- 
orters before leaving the Saudi 
capital for Damascus, said: "The 
United States is prepared to move 
more aggressively in the Middle 
East provided King Hussein and 
the Palestinians are willing to join 
peace talks. 

“But if they are going to put 
preconditions, then the talks will 
never commence and Israel will 
take over the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip.” 

Mr. Carter did not spell out 
what he meant by preconditions. 
Jordanian and Palestinian officials 
have said they would not enter 
peace talks with Israel unless it 
withdrew from Lebanon, wh«ch it 
invaded last summer. 

Mr. Carter, who has already vis- 
ited Egypt, Israel and Jordan on a 
Middle East study tour, said he 
felt the situation in the area was 
worsening. 

“This is because of the delay in 
the withdrawal of the occupying 
forces from Lebanon, Lhe delay in 
starting peace talks and the acq- 
uisition of land by Israel in the 
occupied territories,” he said. 

While in Amman. Mr. Carter 


der Wednesday submitted a long 
paper demanding changes in for- 
eign policy strongly opposed by 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher, who. leads Mr. Kohl's 
Free Democratic (FDP) junior 
coalition partners. 

The FDP has insisted Mr. Gen- 
scher keep his job despite the 
ambitions of Mr. Strauss- 

Conservative newspapers rep- 


Prime Minister Pierre Maunoy, 
who is among those who could be 
replaced, said: **My only des- 
ire— is to serve the country and 
President Mitterrand.” 

One of his possible successors, 
Industry Minister Jean-Pierre 
Cbeveuement, told journalists 
with a shrug: “None of us has a 
guaranteed job.” 

In his statement to journalists 
Tuesday, Mr. Vauzelle said there 
wa5'‘no link within republican ins- 
titutions between a local vote and 


BONN (Agencies) — His Majesty 
King Hussein arrived here for a 
one-day working visit and was 
received at the airport by Foreign 
Minister Hans Dietrich Genscher. 

The King is scheduled to hold 
talks with President Karl Car- 
stens, Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and Mr. Genscher, in addition to 
other senior West German off- 
icials. 

West Germany is the current 
chairman of the European Eco- 
nomic Community and Bonn off- 
icials have said that Jordan's role 
in future Middle East peace talks 
will be discussed at the EEC sum- 
mit in Brussels next Monday. 

The King, who is due in London 
at the head of an Arab delegation 
Friday, is accompanied by Royal 
Court Chief Ahmad Al Lawzi, 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al 
Qasem, and several senior off- 
icials. 

The Arab delegation is exp- 
ected to explain to the British gov- 
ernment an Arab peace plan for 
the Middle East, adopted at the 


said Israel's settlements in the 
occupied territories were illegal 
ana an obstacle to peace. 

The former president, one of 
the main architects of the Camp 
David accords between Egypt and 
Israel, said an Arab peace plan 
adopLed last September was a 
major step forward. 

The plan calls for an ind- 
ependent Palestinian state in the 
Israeli-occupied territories and 
has been seen as recognising imp- 
licitly Israel. 

Mr. Carter, who met Palestinian 
leaders in Cairo and the West 
Bank and Gaza, said he had no 
plans to meet Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Carter, who had talks with 
King Fahd Tuesday, said they dis- 
cussed the Middle East, the Gulf 
war and bilateral relations. 

In Damascus later Syria gave 
Mr. Carter a respectful welcome 
despite its fierce opposition to the 
Camp David accords. 

Mr. Carter was met at the air- 
port by Syrian Foreign Minister 
Abdul Halim Khaddam and after 
a brief stop at his hotel went str- 
aight to see President Hafez Al 
Assad, officials said. 

No details were immediately 
available on the meeting. 


orted bitter exchanges between 
Mr. Strauss and Mr. Kohl in the 
closed-door talks, which the CDU 
and CSU began on Monday. Talks 
with the FDP open Thursday. 

Speculation on Mr. Strauss' 
ambitions was fanned by reports, 
spread by his aides, that he was 
now angling for the economics 
ministry, held by Otto Lambsdorff 
of the FDP. 


ernrnent. 

Similar remarks were made by 
senior presidential advisor Jac- 
ques Attali although he stressed 
that Mr. Mitterrand would take 
account of the lessons of the left's 
electoral rebuff. 

Political sources said the pre- 
sident may have decided against 
quick steps to remodel the cabinet 
to avoid giving the impression of 
uncharacteristically precipitate 
action. 


Fez summit Iasi September. 

The mission has already visited 
the four other permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security 
Council— the U.S., France, the 
Soviet Union and China. 

The mission's visit to London 
was earlier called off after British 
ministers refused to receive a Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official as one of its seven 
members. 

Palestinian sources and British 
officials said the Palestinians 
would be represented in London 
by an academic. Dr. WaJid Al 
Khalidi. who is not a PLO mem- 
ber. 

Crown Prince Hassan was 
sworn in as the Regent before the 
King's departure. 

The King was seen off at 
Amman Airport by His Highness 
Prince Mohammad. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran. 
senior army officers as well as the 
West German and British amb- 
assador in Jordan. 


letter bomb 
defused near 
Thatcher home 

LONDON (R) — A letter bomb 
addressed to Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher s official residence 
..as discovered for the second day 
running Wednesday, police said. 

The bomb Wednesday was det- 
ected in a London postal sorting 
office. Like one delivered to Mrs. 
Thatcher's 1 0 Downing Street res- 
idence Tuesday it was safely def- 
used. 

Another letter bomb sent to the 
U.S. Navy’s European hea- 
dquarters in London Tuesday 
burst into flames while being ope- 
ned. slightly injuring a chief petty 
officer. 

A police spokesman said after 
Wednesday's discovery: "The 
device is now being examined. So 
far it looks very similar to yes- 
terday's device.” 

Police said there is evidence lin- 
king the letters with devices sent 
recently to the U.S. and Soviet 
embassies and to two Soviet off- 
ices in London. 

But it was not known who was 
behind the bombs, the police spo- 
kesman said. 

Britain unveils 
new battle tank 
amid protests 

LONDON (R) — Dozens of 
peace campaigners chanted slo- 
gans Wednesday outside a factory 
where Britain unveiled a powerful 
new battle tank before military 
attaches of 30 nations. 

The first 60-tonne Challenger 
main battle tank was handed over 
to the British army at Baxnbow 
Royal Ordnance Factory in Leeds 
before 500 guests, including off- 
icials of countries Britain hopes 
wQl become customers. 

Police said the bulk of the dem- 
onstrators were from the women's 
peace campaign that has sprung 
up at the Greenham Common 
American Airbase where nuclear 
cruise missiles are due to be sited. 

About 40 women tried Tuesday 
night to halt buses relaying guests 
from Leeds railway station to their 
hotels but police cleared the roa- 
dway without making arrests. 

British defence chiefs regard 
the Challenger, with its com- 
puterised 120-millimetre gun and 
super-strong Chobham armour, as 
a match for any tank or anti-tank 
weapon in the world. 

About 300 will be built at a cost 
of 411.5 million ($2.3 millioajeach 
and Britain plans to equip a whole 
armoured division based in West 
Germany with them by 1985. 


by Mr. Mitterrand’s staff non-committal about the delay in 
had .keyed ministers up for ares- teaming their fete. 
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14 multinational troopers 
injured in Beirut attacks 


Garter urges Jordan, 
Palestinians to join 
U.S. -sponsored talks 


Another 


Strauss’ quest for power sparks coalition in-fight 


No changes announced yet in troubled Paris cabinet 


a change or reshuffle in the gov' 


5 women protesters injured 

Israeli troops open fire 
on Sidon demonstrators 


SI DON. Lebanon (Ri — Eye- 
witnesses said five women were 
wounded Wednesday when Israeli 
troops fired on a Palestinian stu- 
dent demonstration in this South 
Lebanese port, but the Israelis 
denied there were any casualties. 

The demonstrators were dem- 
anding the release of prisoners at 
Ansar camp in South Lebanon, 
where the Israelis are holding 
5 .500 Palestinians and Lebanese 
arrested since the Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon last year. 

The witnesses said the Israelis 
used tear gas to disperse the dem- 
onstrators as they tried to cross a 
barbed wire barrier and head for 
the Israeli military headquarters 
in Sidon. 

When the protesters replied 
with stones, injuring an Israeli 
soldier in the head, the Israelis 
opened fire. Five women suffering 
mainly from leg wounds were 
taken to hospital, the witnesses 
said. 

Bui an Israeli military spo- 
kesman near Beirut said Israeli 
troops fired only in the air. and 
added: “There is no record of any 


casualty in this incident.” 

■ The demonstration appeared to 
be one of the most concerted since 
the Israeli army overran the sou- 
thern third of Lebanon in June. 

Local residents said ihe mar- 
chers later returned to 'Ain Al 
Hilweh Palestinian refugee camp, 
where they set fire to tyres and 
blocked the camp road. 

The Israelis tightened security 
around their headquarters, and 
barred even Lebanese security 
forces from parking nearby. 

Later, an Israeli military spo- 
kesman said one woman was shot 
and wounded, and three others 
were injured in other ways, w hen 
Israeli troops opened fire to the 
demonstration. 

The spokesman said a 20- 
year-old woman was wounded by 
a bullet in the leg and would be in 
hospital tor a few days. 

Three other women would be 
discharged Thursday, he said. 
"One had fallen and hurt her 
knee, one had been cut by a w ire 
fence, and the third had inhaled 
smoke." he said. 


Iranian rebels outline 


new seven-point plan 
to end Iran-Iraq war 


PARIS (R) — Members of the 
Paris-based Iranian National 
Council of Resistance (NCR) 
Wednesday announced a seven- 
point plan for ending the iwo- 
and-a-half year war between Iran 
and Iraq. 

A spokesman for the council, 
which groups various Iranian exile 
organisations and personalities, 
including former President Abo! 
Hassan Bani-Sadr and 
Mujnhedeen-e-Khalq chief Mas- 
se, ud R-jnvi. said liter plan had 
been put to the United Nations, 
the non-aligned states, the Iraqi 
government and the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference. 

He said it followed six months 
of meetings between members of 
the council and one in January 
between Mr. Rajavi and Tariq 
Aziz, the Iraqi vice premier. 

The plan calls for an immediate 
ceasefire, the setting up of a sup- 
ervisory committee headed by the 
U.N. secretary general of a mut- 
ually acceptable body, a wit- 
hdrawal of forces to borders def- 
ined under the 1975 treaty bet- 
ween the two countries, exchange 
of prisoners, the arbitration of 


damages by the International 
Court of Justice, guarantees of 
repatriation of refugees, and the 
drawing up of an indefinite peace 
treaty. 

The spokesman said the cou- 
ncil. the main opposition to Teh- 
ran's clerical leadership, wanted 
to bring the plan to the attention 
of the Iranian and Iraqi people. 

Bui he would not say if it had 
been communicatd to the Tehran 
government. 

The council said it had decided 
to recognise the 1975 accord sig- 
ned by Iran and Iraq at the time of 
the Shah as a basis for borders 
between the two countries. 

It said prisoners of war should 
be exchanged within three months 
of the ceasefire under Int- 
ernational Red Cross supervision. 

On (he question of refugees, the 
council said hoLh countries should 
proclaim a general amnesty to 
allow people to return to their 
homes. 

The movement has frequently 
condemned the war against Iraq, 
saying that Tehran had used it as a 
way of diverting attention from 
pressing problems at home 


Dutch premier says Reagan 
may ease stand in arms talks 


WASHINGTON t R) — President 
Reagan might consider a com- 
promise in the European nuclear 
arms talks although he has not 
abandoned his “zero option” pro- 
posal. according to Dutch Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers. 

The suggest ion of a compromise 
came on the eve of Wednesday's 
vote in the House of Rep- 
resentatives on a resolution urging 
a freeze on U.S. and Soviet nuc- 
lear weapons. 

The house was expected to app- 
rove the resolution despite Mr. 
Reagan's efforts to kill it. He told 
24 house members Tuesday that a 
freeze resolution would make 
arms control progress "difficult, if 
not impossible.” 

Mr. Lubbers said after meeting 
the president Tuesday that "I got 
the strong impression that he is 
interested in working out som- 
ething fruitful in a negotiating 
process. 


“Mr. Reagan has not aba- 
ndoned the zero option." he 
added, referring to the president's 
proposal that all medium-range 
nuclear missiles in Europe be scr- 
apped or cancelled. 

Mr. Lubbers also said Mr. Rea- 
gan had no i used ihe term "int- 
erim solution" but did suggest the 
possibility of a compromise, 
short-term arrangement under 
which both the Soviet Union and 
the United States would deploy 
some medium-range weapons. 

White House press spokesman 
Larry Speakes also indicated that 
W'ashington was reviewing its pos- 
ition at the Geneva talks. 

He appeared to open the door 
to a possible Reagan compromise 
to meet calls from West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Italian 
Foreign Minister Emilio Colombo 
and other allied leaders for fle- 
xibility. 



Hand-made carpets 
fie unique giftwares 

MO’TAZ 


Amman - Wadi Saqra Street 
(below Chinese restaurant) 
N.B. “Shop open Friday 18/3/82" 
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high wages and adventure 


By Mark Wood 
' Rewr 


YAKUTSK, Siberia — Despite 
the hardships, people still come to 
settle m Yakutsk, capital of Sib- 
eria's Yakutia region, one of the 
coldest inhabited places on earth. 

They are lured by high wages or 
a sense of adventure and the pop- 
ulation has climbed rapidly to 
around 200,000. 

The authorities do-eve rything 
they can to encourage them. The 
city is the centre of development 
for Yakutia, a region 12 times the 
size of Britain, rich in gold, dia- 
monds, coal, gas and tin — mostly 
still unexploited. 

Residents have had to adapt to 
life in a city with nine months of 
bitter winter and temperatures 
plunging to minus 60 centigrade 
{ min us 76 fahrenheit). Outside 


they look into each other's faces 
for the white puffiness which 
marks the start of frostbite on the 
cheeks or nose. 

Yakutsk’s city grave-diggers 
hazard a rough guess each summer 
aboui how many people will die in 
the coming year and spend a fra- 
ntic few weeks preparing their last 
resting places. 

Grave-digging in the capital of 
Eastern Siberia's Yakutia region 
is limited to between June and 
September when the top layer of 
permafrost — permanently frozen 
subsoil — melts. 

With a bravado that comes from 
battling such extremes, the people 
of Yakutsk joke about a ■’hea- 
twave” when the theraorneter 
rises to minus 30 centigrade 
t minus 22 fahrenheit) in February 
but even at that temperature the 
cold poses a constant danger. 

To pass by a drunk collapsed in 


the street is a criminal offence, but 
no Siberian would do so anyway. 

■’You do get used to the cold 
after a while, except when it goes 
below minus 50 (minus 58 fah-. 
renheit). At that temperature the 
ice fog comes down, and it's dif- 
ficult to breathe." said Nellie 
Medvedeva, a long-time resident. 

The fog. caused, by exhaust, 
breath and heating fames freezing 
in midair, paralyses the city, gro- 
unding the planes which are the 
major link with the outside world 
and halting traffic. 

Even at slightly less fearsome 
temperatures getting around is tri- 
cky. Once a car or truck engine is 
running it is not turned off, and 
vehicles drive out of the city only 
in convoys. A breakdown would 
otherwise mean death. 

Mayor Vladislay Shamshin told 
visiting reporters that con- 
struction costs are four times those 


m the European pan of the cou-. 
ntry, because houses have to have 
walls a metre (three feet) thick 
and triple glazing. 

Materials are mostly hauled up 
the mighty Lena River, 16 kil- 
ometres (10 miles) wide at Yak- 
utsk, by barge during the short 
summer. In winter frozen rivers 
form the only passable roads. 

But the planners' biggest cha- 
llenge has been the frozen ground. 

“Permafrost covers half the ter- 
ritory of the Soviet Union and in 
each area it is different.'' said 
Pavel Melnikov, head of Yak- 
utsk's Permafrost Institute. 

Where it is “active" the ground 
is likely to erupt or subside, car- 
rying houses, roads and railway 
lines with it. 

Building was always a problem 
as the heat from houses melted the 
soil beneath them and gradually 
they sank. In the old part of Yak- 


utsk log cabtnes are often sub- 
merged up to the first-floor win- 
dows. 

The answer in Yakutsk has been 
to buQd an entire new city on stilts. 
Concrete piles are drilled deep 
into the ground and multi-storey 
blocks built on topof them with up 
to two metres clearance from the 
ground to prevent melting. 

Another major difficulty is 
food. Supplies must be brought in 
by plane and a rationing system 
limits each resident to less than 
two kilos (4.4 lb) of meat a month. 

Mr. Shamshin said there were 
attempts to increase farming dur- 
.ing the summer months and two 
local collective already provided 
enough cabbage and. potatoes for 
most of the year. 

Livestock farms are being dev- 
eloped to breed horses as an aux- 
iliary meat source, since cows fare 
poorly in the cold. 


Many of the people who come 
to Yakutsk return to the warmer 
west after three or four years, lea- 
ving the authorities the constant 
task of finding new manpower. 

Less than a milli on people live 
in the entire region, the site of 
many of the labour camps of Sta- 
lin's time. Half the present pop- 
ulation are native Yakuts and 
most of the others Russians. 

Settlers soon fall into the island 
mentality encouraged by the iso- 
lation. Although Yakutsk is hun- 
dreds of kilometres from any sea 
they refer to the south and west as 
the “mainland". 


Most people use the six weeks 
holiday granted to northern wor- 
kers to escape to the sunny shores 
of the Black Sea, for even the brief 
hot Siberian summer offers only 
mixed comforts. 

“There is beautiful wild cou- 


ntryside all around and mar- 
vellous hunting and fishing, 4 ' Mrs. 
Medvedeva said. “But you have to 
contend the whole time with 
swarms of vidous mosquitoes and 
they can make life unbearable.” 

While most of Yakutsk's inh- 
abitants are linked to mining and 
exploration, others are dedicated 
to opening up the secrets of the 
permafrost. 

Staff at the geological institute 
have already uncovered the rem- 
ains of mammoths perfectly pre- 
served in the frozen soQ and dis- 
covered that hunters in the region 
13,000 years ago used the ground 
as a refrigerator to store their 
meat 


ina through natural causes. 

The biggest modern concern of 
permafrost experts is to stop min. 
iflg and building activities des- 
troying the fragile Siberian env- 
ironment, where a free can take a 
century to grow. 


In many areas only a thin layer 
of soil covers a thick sheet of ice 
and disturbances can turn whole 
areas into a frozen desert.' 


But scientists have come to reg- 
ard the permafrost as more of a 
friend than an enemy. .- 


Their findings have led them to 
the theory that the brown-haired 
mammoths were wiped out by the 
homers and did not become ext- 


“This is an arid area and wit- 
hout the permafrost there would 
be no moisture for topsoil veg- 
etation at all The whole of Siberia 
would be either an expanse of 
emptiness or covered in glaciers 
like Greenland," Dr. Melnikov 
said. 
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One of the best“^ 
hotels in Amman 
THE 

AMBASSADOR 


IN 

SAB ASTI A 
^RESTAURANT 
KOREAN 
* JAPANESE 
~ CHINESE 
^EUROPEAN 
f FOOD 


. Tel. 665161 62 63 
' Em. 93 



Special Buffet 
On Friday 

Res. 

. 663100 

' /. I - y 4» — . 
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More/ Jerusc/em 
/nternotioncf Me/ic 


Luncheon Buffet 


Every FRIDAY & SUNDAY 

Tel. 665121/8 


PHILADELPHIA 

HOTEL 


4 STAR HOTEL 
92 ROOMS 
DISCO 

SWIM1NG POOL 
COFFEE SHOP 


[ TRANSPORTATION J 


CLEARANCE T' • ', .. 
SHIPPING - TRAVEL & TOURISM 
AIR FREIGHT -PACKING 



AMIN KAWAR & SONS 


Travel & Tourism 


GENERAL SALES AGENTS FOR:. 
SAS. SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES, 
THAI AIRWAYS 

Tel. 37195, 22324-5-6-7-B-9 
Tlx. 21212, 21520, 21634 
R.O. Box: 7806, AMMAN 



Hom^Bswr ioti r.cwtwww 


Music, fohlore and Gastronomy.. 
Join SPHNSHME at the 


FESTIVAL 


March 19 20.21.22 


Spm a the Hotels Odroom 

ro» npMrvauon cal 47 em 5 



Ji>aiT l\ocfe 


Delicious Dinner 
Terrific Show 
And Alt Night Long 
Dancing 
Res. 813800 


This is sour invitation 
to 

&an &ocfe£fotrl 
Coffee Shop 
Daily luncheon & dinner buffet. 

Special Thursday dinner buffet. 
Special Friday * 

luncheon buffet. 


Res. 813800 


tffk j 


cKo’rfc&otcl 


ft 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

WORLDWIDE 

Specialistsinlocal & international 
removals 

shipping & forwarding (air, land, sea) 
* storage ‘packing 'crating 
‘clearing ‘door-to-door service 

CR0WN INTERNATIONAL EST. 
Amman - Jabal Hussein - Firas Circle 
Tel. 664090 Tlx. 22205 BESMCO JO 

Aqaba Tel. 5778 



J**' 







call: Jordan Press Foundation 
Tel. 6671 71 


( MISCELLANEOUS ) 




THE 


ABSOLUTELY 

INTERCONTINENTAL 


/• V 

HOTEL 


\ The Best 

CONTACT LENS 


Optician 

CENTER 


\ T 15 ^ W in Town 



Optikos 

EYES EXAMINED 



CONTACT LENSES 


Intercontinental Hotel 



Moderate Prices 

Seven Jays a week 


Same Day Delivery 

Amman, Tel. 42043. 


Tel. 42043 

. . . 4 
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AQABA 


Miramar 

Hotel 


New ?? New ?? . • * * 

Oriental Restaurant 
Korean -Japanese- Chinese 
Best food 
you ever taste l 


Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 
TLX 62275 JO 



THE AQABA AQUAMARINA 
HOTEL-CLUB 


OFFERS YOU OS THE BEACH FLOOR 
A SPECIAL OFFER 


SINGLE ROOM: JO 7.500 
REGULAR PRICE JD 14.200 
DOUBLE ROOM: JD 9 000 
REGULAR PRICE: JD 17 640 
ALL ROOMS WITH T.V.. MINI BAR 
& VIDEO (TILL 2 A.M.) 


THE ONLY PLACE ■ VHERE YOU CAN 
ENJOY ALL WATER SPORTS 
ACTIVITIES. 


FOR MORE INFORMATIONS AND 
RESERVATIONS PLEASE DO CALL 
USs TEL 4033/ 4/ S/G TLXi 62249 
AQUAMA JO. 


V 


OPTIKOS.SHAMI 

OPTOMETRISTS" 

Aqaba, Tel. 4446 



O.O. 

jjl jUaij O^ujjaiyl 
itil Ci £iLl)I 


Scandinavian • 

snow room 


Jiving rooms 
, dining rooms 
.oearoom secs 
.wan umes 


jghting Fixtures 
oTuds nor children 



modern emsn design 
Feacner upnascerg 
cox- Free c aooiicaoie 

Cel 603890 , ^ « 

Civil defence StreeC Theyoutlti^styfowilfaane^tothefoture| 


( RESTAURANTS ) 


RESTAURANT CHINA 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


ROMERO 


The Italian Restaurant 


12:30 — 3:30 
6:30 — midnight 


Jabal Amman, 3rdl Circle 

' Tel: 44227 

Closed on Mondays 


Restaurant i 

TAIWAN % 

touristto 


Opp. Akiiih Matemlty Hos- 
pital, 3rd Circle. Jabal 
Amman/ Tel. 41093. 

Try our special "FLAMING 
POT' fondue or Peking Duck 
on your next visit Take-Away 
orders welcome. 

Welcome & Thank you. 


-Sh 


Stop Here Once ... 

& 'You TI Come JIgain 

Abu Nawvras Bar 


Happy Hour 
From 7 io 8 P.m 
Drinks half price 



Hula Inn Hold. Jabal Amman 
Near Khalidi Hospnal 

Tel. 43106, 43856 



To advertise, in. 
this section 

n. 



MANDARIN CHINESE RESTAURANT 

AMMAN AlND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandjarin cuisines and fake away 
For quick lunch: 1 Soup 1 main dish, .4 • : 
1 rice 1 tea or sbtt drink JD 2 
Amman ^Conditioned AQABA 

Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 Tel. 4633 P:p.;Bpx5S6 

Wadi Saqra Road ' Amman Road : 

Near Holiday Inn Hotel ■ ^ ‘he Majn pirole • 
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Lower oU prices 
to save Jordan^ 
$84m in 1983 


AMMAN (J.T.J — OPECs dec- 
ision to lower oil prices from S34 
to S29 a barrel will reduce Jor- 
dan’s oil bill by 15 per cent, acc- 
ording the Jordanian daily Sawt 
A1 Shaab quoting an informed 
source at the Ministry of Finance. 

It said that Jordan is expected to 
consume 20 million barrels of oil 
in 1983 and, with the reduction in 
the price of oil, the country will 
therefore pay SI 00 million less. 

In effect the country will pay 


S84 million less for the last ten 
months of this year if OPEC s new 
prices are brought into being as of 
' March 1, the paper said. 

According to the source, the 
government's subsidy on domestic 
oil prices amounted to JD 58 mil- 
lion before the recent increase in 
fuel prices in Jordan, dropping to 
JD 50 million after it. When 
OPECs prices come into force, 
the source added, the gov- 
ernment's subsidy will drop to JD 
21 million. 



ALO resolution to outline 
W. Bank working terms 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Labour Conference 
(ALO), which ended in Amman Wednesday, said it 
will submit a resolution on the conditions of Arab 
labourers in the occupied Arab territories to the 
International Labour Organisation’s (ILO) 69th 
meeting in Geneva this June. 


Qasem to lead team 
to Tunis Afro -Arab 
committee meeting 


Minister of Labour Jawad A1 Anani (second from 
right) presides over the' final session of the Arab 


Labour Conference which concluded in Amman 
Wednesday (Petra photo) 


A statement issued at the end of 
the final session said that a special 
four-nation co mmittee. chaired by 
Jordan, has been established to 
draw up this resolution. The 
committee will also work out a 
plan to coordinate the Arab lobby 
before and during the ILO's con- 
ference. To this end they also hope 
to include commemorate Pal- 
estine solidarity day with an exh- 
ibition of photographs and doc- 
uments that reveal Israel’s inh- 
uman treatment of the Palestinian 
people. 

The conference, which lasted i 1 
days, called on Arab states to imp- 
lement the agreements on lab- 
ourers, social services and pay. It 


also endorsed a pan-Axab project 
for developing skilled labour, app- 
roved in principle the steps sug- 
gested by the executive for imp- 
lementing a pan-Arab labour str- 
ategy and allocated necessary 
funds for it, the statement said. It 
also said that the conference ado- 
pted a speech by His Royal Hig- 
hness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, as an official policy doc- 
ument. 

The conference issued an app- 
eal for aa end to the Iraq-Iran war 
and voiced appreciation of Iraq's 
readiness to end the fighting. The 
conference called on all gov- 
ernments, and international org- 
anisations to use their influence 


with Iran to persuade it lo end the 
war'which only serves imperialist 
goals in the region and adversely 
affects its prosperity.” 

The conference issued an app- 
eal to world governments and org- 
anisations to extend support to the 
Eritrean people’s struggle. . and 
assist it in its struggle to atLain its 
legitimate rights to self- 
determination. 

In the closing session Wed- 
1 nesday the delegates discussed a 
number of clauses in the ALO's 
budget for 1 984, and the budgets 
for its various branches and age- 
ncies. The delegates also heard 
speeches by the ALO’s 
Director-Genera! A1 Hashimi Al 
Banani. and the heads of the gov- 
ernment. employers and trade 
union groups, as well as the Jor- 
danian Labour Minister Jawad Al 
Anani. 

The conference decided to hold 
its 12th meeting in May 1984 in 
Lhe Iraqi capital Baghdad. 


TUNIS (Petra) — Foreign Min- 
ister Marwan Al Qasem will lead 
Jordan's delegation to the meeting 
of the A fro- Arab cooperation 
standing committee which will 
open in Tunis Monday. The mee- 
ting will be attended by foreign 
ministers from 24 Arab and Afr- 
ican countries. 


During the two-day meeting 
delegates will discuss ways to bol- 
ster Afro- Arab cooperation in the 
political, economic, financial and 
cultural fields. Mr. Qasem and 
other Arab foreign ministers will 
also hold separate talks before the 
official meeting. 


Interest rates reduced 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Central Bank of Jordan has issued ins- 
tructions to local commercial banks reducing interest rates on cus- 
tomers deposits. From now on interest paid on savings accounts will 
receive a maximum interest of six per cent. This wQi rise to 6.5 per 
cent on a fixed deposit for one month, seven per cent for three 
months, 7.7 5 for six months and eight per cent for one year. 

According to the instructiops. customers will not be allowed to 
draw on their fixed accounts until the maturity date. If however a 
customer requests to draw on a fixed deposit, the bank will be 
allowed to offer that customer credit facilities with the deposit acting 
as a guarantee. Once the agreement on the deposit account is bre- 
ached the money will receive a maximum interest of four percent, the 
normal rate for current accounts, the instructions said. - ■ — 


Sarvath presents 
diplomas at 
Community College 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Hig- 
hness Princess Sarvath Wed- 
nesday attended a ceremony to 
present diplomas to participants in 
a training course on educational 
techniques. The course was held at 
the University of Jordan, and the 
graduation ceremony was held at 
Princess Sarvath Community Col- 
lege. 

At the outset of the ceremony. 
Minister of Education Sa’id AlTal 
.made a speech outlining his min- 
istry's interest in developing Jor- 
danian community colleges, and 
improving the quality of education 
in Jordan. The Ministry of Edu- 
cation has pledged to develop 
education in the country during 
the present decade with the focus 
of attention on the teacher, who is 
the essential element in the edu- 
cational process, the ministepsaid. 


Travel agents society 
to elect new board 


Chamber receives I Labour meeting cables 

food supply gratitude to Hussein 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
danian Society of Travel Agents 
(JSTA) will hold a meeting in 
Amman Thursday to elect a new 
board. Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Ma’an Abu No war 
and Tourism Director Michael 
Hamarneh will attend the mee- 
ting, which will also discuss the 
society's financial and adm- 
inistrative reports, and a future 
policy programme for the JSTA. 

According to JSTA’s President 
Yasser Abu A) Su'ud the par- 


ticipants will review the conditions 
of various Jordanian travel age- 
ncies and will pass resolutions as 
well as issuing licences for new 
travel agencies. 

Also to be discussed is the est- 
ablishment of a tourism inf- 
ormation fund. Mr. Abu Su’ud 
said. The participants, he said, will 
view ways of coordinating their 
activities with airlines that operate 
in Jordan with a view to boost tou- 


fair invitation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman 
Chamber of Commerce has rec- 
eived an invitation to participate 
in an international food supply fair 
to open in Salonika, Greece on 
April 17. The chamber circulated i 
copies of the invitation to Jor- 
danian food merchants who might 
be interested in taking part in the 
week-long fair. I 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates to 
the Arab Labour Conference, 
which has just ended in Amman. 
Wednesday sent a cable to His 
Majesty King Hussein expressing 
gratitude and deep appreciation 
for his hosting of the conference, 
and provision of all necessary fac- 
ilities to achieve success. 

The conference, which was cha- 
ired by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, had been offered 
backup facilities by the Jordanian 
government enabling it to achieve 


success and adopt resolutions and 
recommendations designed to 
serve the interests of the Arab 
Nation, the cable said. 

According to the cable. Prince 
Hassan' s speech, delivered to the 
opening session of the conference, 
"had left a deep impression on all 
delegates since it diagnosed the 
present Arab and international 
situations, and put forward pro- 
posals for tackling problems ari- 
sing in the future.” 
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the world is 
one big desk. 


Stephanie Beacham, as Olivia, John Warner, Mal- 
volio, rehearse a scene from William Shakespeare’s 
“Twelfth Night” which opens Thursday For three 


nights at the Royal Cultural Centre (British Council 
Photo) 


Shakespeare Group to play in Jordan 


By A. Rahim Abu-Swailem 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under the patronage 
of their Royal Highness Crown. 
Prince Hassan and Princess Sar- 
vath. the "London Shakespeare 
Group”, sponsored by the British 
Council, will present William 
Shakespeare's romantic comedy 
"Twelfth Night" at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre in Amman Thursday. 

The London Shakespeare 
Group, one of Britain's best 
known companies, consists of four 
full-time actors employed by the 
British Council who. for this play, 
will be joined by four guest artists. 
The group has for 1 5 years been 
taking Shakespeare's mas- 
terpieces to many parts of the 
world. 

The name "London Sha- 
kespeare Group" was first ada- 
pted by the British Council in 
1 968, when four actors were inv- 


ited to Japan to present shortened 
classical adaptations. However, 
the British Council has been sen- 
ding trained actors around the 
world since 1963. Under the late 
Peter Potter’s direction, the play 
"Julius Caesar" was first pro- 
duced, with groups touring East 
Africa in 1964 and the West Ind- 
ies in late 1 966 and early J 967. 

In the autumn of 1975 Gary 
Raymond and Delena Kidd tou- 
red northern Nigeria with versions 
of "Macbeth” and the" Merchant 
of Venice”. Two months later, 
Suzan Farmer and John Fraser 
took the same two plays to sou- 
thern Nigeria. 

Late in 1976 Raymond and Fra- 
ser joined together to produce a 
version of “Romeo and Juliet” to 
take on tourto East Africa. Due to 
the success of this production the 
group was invited the following 
year to visit Japan, India, Pakistan 
and Korea, 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes 350 SEC 

Sport Mercedes 350 SEC, 1978, Swiss plate, full automatic with all 
accessories. Customs duty not paid. 

Pleats call: Teh 660229 after 1 p.m. 


In 1978, four actors took four 
Shakespeare plays to East Africa, 
Mauritius and the Seychelles. In 
1979. another Four actors took 
five different Shakespeare plays to 
Malaysia, Singapore, the Phi- 
lippines and the Middle East. 

The group, led by Fraser, Far- 
mer. Kidd and Raymond, has vis- 
ited 26 countries over the last 
seven years. John Fraser's pro- 
duction of “Twelfth Night" was 
first produced on a tour of the Phi- 
lippines, Singapore, Malaysia, 
China and Japan sp ann ing Oct- 
ober to December 1982. 

In presenting Shakespeare's 
plays, the group aims to perform 
with as much clarity and unc- 
luttered narrative as possible. This 
is designed to help audiences enc- 
ountering the pieces for the first 
time, and to achieve a realistic eff- 
ect given the very limited props 
available when relying on three 
mobile trucks. 

The group’s four guest stars are 
Stephanie Beacham, Richard Hef- 
fen , Richard Howard and Judy 
Geeson. 

The London Shakespeare 
Group are putting on three per- 
formances of “Twelfth Night” 
from Thursday March 1 7th to 
Saturday March 19th inclusive at 
the Royal Cultural Centre starting 
at 7 pan. 


Now, getting a vital document or 
package across me world is easy. 

As easy, in fact as handing it across 
the desk into the hands of DHL 

The world’s most experienced courier 
network. 

We’ll see that it gets there. 

We’ll see that it gets there safe and 
sound. 

We’ll see that it gets there fast all you 
have to do is call DHL 

It will seem ?s if the world were one 
big desk. 

How do we do it? 

By having more than 5,000 people 
operating out of over 300 fully- manned 
offices the world over. 

And that includes 29 offices in and 
around the Middle East 

By having an intimate • 



knowledge of airline timetables and 
customs procedures. 

Next time you need something off 
your desk, fast call DHL We’ll hand deliver 
it to almost any desk in the world. 

For more information telephone 
Amman 664415 or 667612. 
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Identical arguments 

‘ORMER U.S. President Jimmy Carter's call on Jordan and 1 
• 'yj Palest inians on Wednesday to join the peace process w ith i 
pre-conditions echoes Washington's most popular arg- 
ent these days: if Jordan holds back from announcing its > 
i ^diness to negotiate until Israel withdraws from Lebanon j 
, agrees to freeze settlement building in the West Bank, i 
Jorr onians would be playing in Israeli hands since that is 
exactly what the Begin government wants. We do not see how ; 
this argument differs from that of Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens (who urged Jordan to enter negotiations with ! 
Israel two days ago and at the same time firmly rejected a j 
freeze on West Bank settlements), but it is possible that Ame- 
ricans and Israelis say the same thing for totally different | 
reasons. | 

Because it is wrong to label two identical arguments as one j 
fair and the other unfair, we will assume that American and j 
Israeli motives, at least, on the question of negotiations are ! 
actually different. On the one hand, the Reagan administration 
wants progress made at any cost; and on the other, the Israelis 
would say or do any thing for blocking the path of progress , 
towards a discussion, let alone a settlement, of the future of the 
occupied territories. 

Having convinced ourselves of that, we would set out to 
persuade our partners, the Palestinians, of the need to give the 
Americans one more chance to prove both their sincerity and 
ability to move things forward. We say the Israelis could resist J 
U.S. pressures on Lebanon, and they are, for one or two more jj 
months, but in the end they would have to give in to Was- § 
hington. And why should we give the Israelis an excuse to cloud g 
the real issue? We ask. | 

An endless discussion would ensue, and more facts would B 
still be found— most of them harsh realities. We would agree | 
that things could not be allowed to continue like they have been. | 
and decide to start a new process of finding new realities. As we g 
proceed, Israelis erect new obstacles, and Americans insist on | 
us not to see them. We try and, more often than not, we fail. It | 
can't all be our fault, we reason. American friends, rather than | 
the Israeli enemy, are also to blame for this deadlock. [] 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS f 

A l Ra’i: Ruagan initiative a farce | 

It is a well-known fact that Israel has a consistent policy of a boning 1 
ail peace efforts including those made by President Reagan. It has 
always rejected them and is now placing further obstacles in front of 
the current efforts. The stumbling block to peace continues to be 
Israel’s settlement policy, which its new Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens has defended before the Knesset's foreign affairs committee. H 
Always - careful to escape the blame for the failure of peace efforts. 0 
Israel ties its call for direct negotiation with the Arabs to the und- i 
erstanding that ii will not abandon its settlement policy, thus pro- H 
mpiing the Arabs to reject any talks. | 

There is nothing new in this strategy, but what Arens told the g 
Knesset committee is, and calls for serious consideration. Arens said I 
that Israeli and American strategies in the Middle East region are 1 
identical and current U.S.-Israeii differences are merely tactical. B 
Arens statement means that the U.S. and Israel have had prior I 
consultations with regard to the American role in the peace efforts, in B 
which Washington has criticised the settlements and Israel has rej- jj 
ecled the Reagan initiative. It also means that the Reagan initiative is | 
nn more than a farce, with both parties taking different roles in its 
production and performance. 

Al Dustour: U.S., Israel in league again 
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The American Secretary of Stale George Shultz was quoted by the 
Washington Post newspaper as saying that it is time now to make real 
moves towards establishing peace in the Middle East. At the same 
time his statement made it clear that he blames the delay in such a 
move and its consequences on Jordan. Shultz’s statement coincided K 
with a similar one by Israel's defence minister to the Knesset. Though 
both men used different terms and styles, the objective was the 
ssunc— that is to blame Jordan for impeding the peace process. 

Both men's statements must be considered as part of a com- 
prc!. ,-nsive campaign aimed at vindicating Israel and presenting the | 
/.ion i .t state as one seeking peace with its neighbours. Whether there | 
has been prior coordination between the two sides in this campaign p 
or not their participation in it serves (heir respective purposes. The | 
U.S.. which has so fur proved incapable of or unwilling to exert 3 
pressure on Israel, is now, after its policies have been exposed to e 
much Arab criticism and ridicule, clearly trying to put the blame on 
Jordan to absolve itself of all responsibility. Israel, for its part does 
not want to appear before the world as the party which really rejected 
all peace efforts and therefore also choses to blame Jordan for the 
delay in arriving at a peaceful settlement-something which Israel 
hopes will soften the world's condemnation of Zionist settlement 
policies in the occupied Arab lands. 


Suwt Al Shaab: Israel tightens the noose 

The Israeli Arabic newspaper” Al Anbaa" described the throwing of 
stones at Israelis as a more serious development than the attempt by | 
Zionist extremists to occupy the Aqsa Mosque. In the paper’s view. | 
such an occupation would no doubt trigger bloody demonstrations in 
(he West Bank and raise a storm of Arab protests which would be 
forgotten after sometime. But. according to the paper, which is issued j 
by Israel’s defence ministry, the throwing of stones and rock at | 
Israelis would prompt the Israeli settlers to attack Arab cars, stores, j 
homes and other property, and the Israeli government would resort 
to dismissing Arab labourers and while taking other measures which 
would paralyse the West Bank's economy. 

In fact Israel has been pursuing a policy intended to drive the 
Arabs from the West Bank and out of their homes, and has been 
tightening the noose around both their economy and their workers. 
Therefore the newspaper's threats are nothing new. It has been a 
standard policy for successive Israeli governments to use all sorts of 
repressive measures against the Arab population of all the Pal- 
estinian territory occupied since 1948. Israel's current campaign to 
confiscate land owned by Arab inhabitants under Israeli rule since 
19^8, is clear proof of its disregard for the Israeli citizenship it has 
conferred upon these inhabitants. 






‘Lebanese Forces 


By Paul Eedle 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Giant portraits of 
Bashir Gemayel. the Christian 
militia leader assassinated last 
year, dominate the streets and 
squares of Christian east Beirut 
with their slogan: “We will never 
forget you." 

But after long negotiations, the 
private army he built up has begun 
to hand over power to the central 
government, which is now headed 
by his brother Amin and other, 
more traditional Christian pol- 
iticians. In the middle of February 
the Lebanese army took res- 
ponsibility for security in east Bei- 
rut from the “Lebanese Forces" 
militia, which under Bashir Gem- 
ayel's leadership had been the 
only effective authority there 
since the 1 075-76 Muslim- 
Christian civil war erupted. At the 
beginning of March the militia 
also formally gave up control of a 
section of Beirut port which dip- 
lomats estimated had brought the 
"Lebanese Forces" about S5 mil- 
lion a month, the bulk of their 
budget. 

As the militia relinquishes some 


of its strong-holds, civilian mem- 
bers of the right-wing Christian 
Falangist Party have been moving 
into senior official posts following 
the installation of the Falangist 
President Amin Gemayel in Sep- 
tember. 

Most of the militiamen are also 
Falangists but under Bashir Gem- 
ayel the militia had overshadowed 
and moved away more traditional 
Christian leaders, including his 
elder brother Amin and his father 
Pierre. The militia's most glorious 
moment came when the 34- 
year-old Bashir was elected pre- 
sident of the republic last year fol- 
lowing the Israeli invasion of Leb- 
anon which crushed the militia's 
Palestinian and Muslim enemies. 

But on Sept. 14. three weeks 
after the election and only a few 
days before he was due to take 
office. Bashir was killed in a bomb 
explosion and his brother, a bus- 
inessman with only loose links to 
the militia, took his place. The mil- 
itia's earlier reliance on Israeli 
support then look a severe blow 
when the Israelis held it res : 
ponsible for the massacre of hun- 
dreds of Palestinian and Lebanese 
civilians in the Sabra and Shatila 
refugee camps following the ass- 


relinquish some strongholds’ 






assinanon. 


Denied responsibility 


independent reports also said 
the “Lebanese Forces" com- 
mitted the massacre, but the mil- 
itia has denied this. Militia spo- 
kesman said they were pleased 
with the restoration of central 
government authority and the rise 
to power of men who share their 
determination to rid the country 
of Palestinian and Syrian armed 
forces. 

Recently, a member of the Fal- 
angist Party was made governor of 
the Bekaa province of eastern 
Lebanon, a ke\ post. But Western 
diplomats said the surrender of 
control of cast Beirut and the port 
had undoubtedly weakened the 
militia, and it had only agreed to 
the moves after long argument. 

They said it had taken all the 
influence of Pierre Gemayel. the 
founder of the Falangist Party, to 
bring the “Lebanese Forces" 
round to the president’s point of 
view. A change in the attitude of 
Israel, long a supporter of the mil- 
itia. after the Beirut massacre may 
also have played a part. 


In early February. Israeli forces 
controlling the mountains above 
Beirut allowed Dmze Muslim mil- 
itiamen to drive the "Lebanese 
Forces" out of a polhically- 
importam toehold in the town of 
Alcy. the most decisive victory in 
months of fighting. 

Militia sources said the Israelis 
stationed armoured vehicles out- 
side the Christians’ barracks in the 
nearby town of Souq Al Gharb to 
stop them sending reinforcements 
when the Druze attacked. Half (he 
50 Christians defending the out- 
post in Alev were killed after a 
ferocious hand-to-hand battle, 
they said. 

A week later, the Lebanese 
army moved into east Beirut after 
the militia finally agreed to the 
government's plans. Militia off- 
icials deny any connection bet- 
ween the two events. Senior Chr- 
istian sources said a compromise 
had been reached under which the 
militia would move out wherever 
the Lebanese army moved in but 
would remain intact elsewhere. 

This means that at present, the 
militia still holds control over the 
Christian heartland of central 
Lebanon north of Beirut where it 
man ns fronts against Syrian. Pal- 


estinian and rival Lebanese mil- 
itias. The militia’s current com- 
mander. Fadi From, told reporters 
after the Lebanese army was dep- 
loyed in east Beirut: “As long as 
there arc foreign armieson the soil 
of Lebanon, as tong as the Leb- 
anese army is not capable of ass- 
uming its natural role... we believe 
the reasons that were behind the 
creation of the 'Lebanese Forces' 
still exist." 

The militia has garrisons in the 
mixed Drure-Christian mountain 
area east and south of Beirut occ- 
upied by Israel, and at least eight 
barracks in regions further south 
once controlled by Palestinian, 
guerrillas. 

Western diplomats believe the 
overall strength of the militia has 
been reduced by giving op control 
of east Beirut, perhaps by as much 
as 20 per cent. This was one rea- 
son it could afford to give up its 
lucrative section of Beirut port. 
Militia spokesmen deny man- 
power has been cut But they con- 
firm that the militia stopped con- 
scripting schoolchildren four 
months ago and some individual 
militiamen say they have taken 
up tbeir civilian jobs again alo- 
ngside their military duties. 





ASEAN builds war reserve contingency pool 


By Francis Daniel 

Reuter 


SINGAPORE — Five non- 
C'ommunist southeast Asian nat- 
ions. linked in an economic and 
political alliance, are equipping 
their forces with weapons that 
could give them joint operational 
ability in a crisis. U.S. naval int- 
elligence officers say Thailand. 
Indonesia. Malaysia, the Phi- 
lippines and Singapore, all par- 
tners in the Association of Sou- 
theast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
have introduced a high degree of 
arms standardisation in recent 
years. 

Some of the five have also called 
for the joint production and pur- 
chase of weapons and more bil- 
ateral military exercises to counter 
what they perceive as a growing 
Soviet and Vietnamese threat to 
the region. Thailand, the fomtline 
state facing a large Vietnamese 
troops concentration across its 
border with Kampuchea, has sug- 


gested the United Stales maintain 
a stock of weapons in the Pacific 
for ASEAN to draw on in an eme- 
rgency. 

Singaporean Prime Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew sees multilateral 
military exercises as a natural dev- 
elopment likely to lead to a reg- 
ional defence strategy. 

Indonesia has shown no interest 
in multilateral exercises, only bil- 
ateral ones, and the Philippines 
brushes aside any suggestion of 
militarising the 16-year-old ass- 
ociation. Ail insist it will remain a 
social, economic and political all- 
iance at least until there is a direct 
outside challenge to their col- 
lective security. But there is alr- 
eady some uneasiness in the 
ASEAN capitals over recent Vie- 
tnamese attacks on Kampuchean 
settlements along the Thai border 
and Hanoi” s dismissal of ASEAN 
peace proposals. 

U.S. Seventh Fleet com- 
manders have voiced their con- 
cern over growing Soviet naval 


and air activity from Cam Ranh 
Bay in Southern Vietnam. 

They say the Soviet Union has 
helped Vietnam build up a for- 
midable navy and air force that 
could seriously threaten its non- 
Communist neighbours. With one 
million men under arms. Vietnam 
already has the third largest and 
probably the most battle- tested 
army in the world. 

Collectively, the five ASEAN 
partners pack a punch but ind- 
ividually none would have the 
strength to stop Vietnamese drive 
through Thailand, according to 
Western military sources. 

Growing defence bills 

ASEAN's combined military 
spending is estimated to be more 
than s8 billion a year, nearly 
four times more than the members 
were spending eight years ago. 
and their defence bills are still 
growing. Most ASEAN countries 
have been buying advanced wea- 
pons and defence systems from 


the Ltaited States. Britain. France 
and other Western countries. 

Singapore is likely to be the first 
ASEAN country to buy the U.S.- 
built Hawkeye E-2C airborne 
warning and control system, a 
smaller version of the well-known 
AW ACS. Malaysia and Indonesia 
are expected to follow suit, acc- 
ording to the sources. All the 
ASEAN armies use the American 
M- 16 rifle and many have M-1 1 3 
armoured personnel carriers. 
1 55-millimetre howitzers and 
60-mm. 80-mm and 12Umm mor- 
tars. American-made light tanks 
are also common to ASEAN arm- 
ies. 

U.S. made F-5E fighters fitted 
with sidewinder missiles have 
become the mainstay of the 
ASEAN air forces and several 
also have A-4 Skyhawk attack and 
ground support aircraft, C-130 
Hercules transport planes and 
UH-1 helicopters. 

the Malaysian. Thai and Ind- 
onesian navies have French-made 


Exocet missiles, which Argentina 
used with devastating effect aga- 
inst the British in the Falklands 
war last year. ASEAN countries 
have also increased their bilateral 
military exercises in recent years. 

Malaysia and Thailand use tbeir 
F-5 fighters in combined ope- 
rations against Communist gue- 
rrillas along their common border 
and Indonesia holds regular exe- 
rcises with its partners. ASEAN 
officials said simple economics 
also weighed in favour of closer 
military cooperation. Malaysian 
deputy Defence Minister Abang 
Abu Bakar said his government 
was studying the possibility of 
producing arms in conjunction 
with Singapore and Thailand. 

As a first step, he said, it was 
thinking of making the SAR-80 
assault rifle with Singapore, which 
is developing into a regional arms 
manufacturing and servicing cen- 
tre. Indonesia, the biggest of the 
ASEAN countries, is also in the 
process of building its own arms 


industry. But it has made dear it 
sees no merit ai this stage in the 
multilateral exercises suggested 
by Mr. Lee of Singapore. •_ 

The Philippines, which secs ?; - 
only a distant threat from Vie- 
tnam, places great emphasis on in- 
security arrangement with the 
United States and rejcctsnaything 
that might suggest a militarisation 
of ASEAN. 

President Ferdinand Marcos k . 
says the United States should be 
encouraged to mamtain its mil- 
itary presence in Asia as the only 
acceptable way of promoting 
peace and stability in the area. The 
idea of a U.S. -maintained “war 
reserve con Agency pool" in sou-. V 
iheast Asia from Thai Supreme 
CommanderSaiyud Kerdpftol.'Tt . 
is conceivable that most of the . ’ 
ASEAN nations would desire to 
buy into the ...pool, which could 
easily be accomplished without 
turning the organisation into a mil- 
itary alliance." he told a recent 
military Seminar. 


U.S. nuclear freeze movement takes stubborn root 


By David Nagy 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — From the 
halls of Congress to the hills of 
Oregon, the U.S. nuclear freeze 
movement seems to have taken 
stubborn root despite all President 
Reagan's efforts to talk it out of 
existence. With Congress once 
again debating a freeze resolution, 
the movement at large continues 
to show strength — even though, 
as political crusades go. this one is 
a gentle affair. 

In its American version, the 
campaign for a negotiated freeze 
on U.S. and Soviet nuclear ars- 
enals has lacked the street-march 
sound and fury of its European 
counterpart. It has not generated a 
semblance of the passions stirred 
up by the anti- Vietnam war cru- 
sade of a decade ago. Its advocates 
are just as likely to be middle- 
aged, middle-class parents as boi- 
sterous undergraduates. Their 
techniques rely more on classic 
political organising than on flashy 
emotional appeal. 

Nonetheless, the signs are that 
Mr. Reagan and his arms neg- 
otiators in Geneva will have to 
cope with rising public pressure 
for a freeze at least through the 
next U.S. presidential election in 
November 1984. 

The latest indication of the 
movement's strength was a res- 
olution by the House of Rep- 
resentatives Foreign Affairs 
Committee urging the United Sta- 
les and the Soviet Union to neg- 
otiate an immediate halt to dev- 
elopment. testing and deployment 
of new nuclear weapons. 

The vote, 27-9. was not even 
dose despite pleas from the White 
House and cables from two top 
U.S. arms-talk negotiators in 
Geneva. Edward Rowny and Paul 
Nitze. saying that such a move 
would merely strengthen Mos- 
cow’s bargaining position. With 
several thousand pro-freeze adv- 
ocates gathered outside the Con- 
gressional building for an orderly 
rally, the committee in fact str- 
engthened the resolution by add- 
ing the word ■’immediate" to its 
call for freeze negotiations. 

Its vole guaranteed that the fre- 
eze issue — which lost by two votes 
in the House last year — will reg- 
ain the limelight of a full Con- 
gressional debate instead of fading 
quietly away as Mr. Reagan would 
like. The resolution has no binding 
force but would express the will of 
Congress if passed by both houses. 
It appeared to have a good chance 
of passage in the Democratic- 
corurolled tower House this time 
although it seemed likely to be 
quashed in the Republican-led 



Senate. 

Reagan irritated 

Even so. Mr. Reagan is clearly 
irritated that the freeze issue rem- 
ains alive as a rallying point for his 
critics. Last year, when he barely 
persuaded the House to shelve a 
similar resolution, he ran into tro- 
uble by suggesting that freeze 
advocates were well-meaning 
dupes of Soviet agents. 

A week ago. as the House 
committee was voting. Mr. Rea- 
gan was opening a counter-attack 
at a meeting of evangelical lea- 


ders. He asked the conservative 
preachers to help him combat 
“simple-minded appeasement" of 
the Russians. He also called on 
them to speak out “against those 
who would place the United Slates 
in a position of military and moral 
inferiority." 

Senate defeat of the new freeze 
resolution would give Mr. Mr. 
Reagan only temporary relief 
since most of the contenders in the 
early-starting 1984 Democratic 
presidential nomination race sup- 
port a freeze in outspoken terms. 
One. Senator Alan Cranston of 
California, has made this his lop 
campaign issue. But all use it as a 


platform for charges that Mr. 
Reagan is not really serious about 
seeking nuclear arms reductions 
and is raising the risk of world war. 

The Democrats ascribe their 
stand to a sincere concern for 
peace — but it happens to be good 
politics as well. 

Freeze campaign groups are at 
work in 43 of the 50 states. They 
succeeded in getting pro-freeze 
initiatives on the ballots in 10 sta- 
tes and 32 local areas during last 
year's elections, winning in all but 
one state and two of the smaller 
areas. 


A publication called Initiative 
and Referendum Report, which 
specialises in analysing such ballot 
drives, says about 19.1 million 
voters look a stand and 58.9 per 
cent favoured a freeze. Moreover, 
five states where freeze sentiment 
ran high will play key roles in the 
1984 presidential primary ele- 
ctions: California, Massachusetts. 
New Jersey, Michigan and Ore- 
gon. 

Freeze activists also gained val- 
uable experience in organising ral- 
lies. use of the mails, advertising, 
pressuring elected officials and 
fund-raising. By unofficial est- 


imate. they spent about S3 million 
in 1982 or more than 100 times 
what their opponents could mus- 
ter. 

Although political analysts say 
the freeze issue by itself decided 
lew. if any. Congressional races 
last year, advocates hope to cha- 
nge that by intensive pressure tac- 
tics in 1984. “We want to create a 
climate in which no serious can- 
didate can afford not to support 

the freeze.” said Randall Kehler. a 
leader of the movement, at a rec- 
ent nuclear freeze convention. 
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s rightists seek to restrict abortion 
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By Vnri Kondo 

' Japanese women could soon 
Sod if difficult io get an abortion, 
if a right-wing religious group has 
, its way. ' 

A draft revision of Japanese 
law, to be debated in the present 
parliamentary session, would res- 
trict drastically t he grounds for 
abortion. Btjt there is strong opp- 
osition to the revision. 

At present, abortion is easily 
obtainable in hospitals and private 
clinks, although technically it is 
, illegal under Article 212 of 
k . Japan's Criminal Law Act. This 
V : law was strictly enforced before 
1 f and during World War U, when 
. many women were imprisoned for 
having abortions. 

J In the early 1950s, however, the 
Eugenic Protection Act was rev- 
ised by the addition of Article 14 
(1-4) which allows abortion in 
“exceptional circumstances’', for 
example if the mother's life is in 
danger or if there are “economic 
circumstances which could result 
in danger to the mothers's mental 
and physical health if the pre- 
^ gnancy is carried to full terra.” 
The latter clause has been liberally 
interpreted in recent years. 

Abortion is widely practised in 
japan, with 600,000 cases rep- 
orted officially in' 1981 and uno- 
fficial estimates at three or four 
times that number. The official 
figure gives an abortion rate of 
. 380 for every 1,000 live births, 
almost double the rate in England 
and Wales, which had 196 abo- 
. rtions per 1,000 live births in 
1980. • 

Restrictions on family planning 
are part of die' cause of the high 
' abortion rate. Contraceptive use 


of the pill is illegal and it is only 
available on prescription for. med- 
ical reasons. Although the IUD 
was first developed in Japan, it 
was only made legal recently. The 
most popular method of con- 
traception is the condom, for 
which high failure rates are rep- 
orted. 

Abortions in Japan cost bet- 
ween 70,000 and 120,000. yen 
($300-5500) and are not covered 
by medical insurance or the public 
health service. If the proposed rev- 
ision is passed it will allow abo- 
rtion only when the mother’s life is 
in danger, in the case of pregnancy 
after rape, or if the foetus is mal- 
formed. 

The main force behind the pro- 
posed revision of the Eugenic Pro- 
tection Act is a right-wing rel- 
igious group called Seicbonoie 
which supported the military gov- 
ernment during the Second World 
War and has. for many years, been 
calling for the repeal of Japan’s 
Peace Constitution. 

In March 1982 a member of 
Seichonoie m the House of Cou- 
ncillors. . Representative Mur- 
akami got a commitment from the 
prime minister and the miniser of 
health to consider revising the 
law. Mr. Murakami based his arg- 
ument on the pro-natalist pro- 
position that all possible measures 
should be taken to encourage 
more births now that the average 
number of children per couple in 
Japan is below replacement rate, 
1.72 in 1981. 

He claimed that Japan’s pro- 
sperity would not have been ach- 
ieved without abundant human 
resources, without people willing 
to work hard and go anywhere. 
Japan is doomed to decline wit- 
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'Aha! Holding Hands! That’s the Beginning of life! 
Next Thing We Know She’ll Want an Abortion !’ 


hout the pressure of a high birth 
rate, be argued, and his views are 
shared by many Japanese bus- 
inessmen — although Japan's 
population of 1 1 8 million is still 
increasing at the rate of 0.8 per 
cent per year. 

Seichonoie, like the * Moral 
Majority and ‘Right to life' mov- 
ements in the West, also holds the 
view that abortion is murder bec- 
ause a foetus Is a human being 
right from its conception. 

Seicbonoie has considerable inf- 


luence in the Japanese parliament, 
with 238 representatives out of 
763 committed to its cause. It is 
also well represented in local gov- 
ernments, councils and non- 
governmental organisations. Fol- 
lowing lavish campaigns on tel- 
evision, in the press and through 
public meetings, it chums to have 
collected five million signatures 
and to have persuaded 24 local 
councils to pass resolutions in fav- 
our of the revirion. 

Groups of doctors, nurses. 


midwives, feminists, lawyers, 
trade unionists and family pla- 
nners have been organising opp- 
osition to the revision on the gro- 
unds that the decision whether to 
have children is a basic human 
right with which the state should 
not interfere, and that although 
abortion is undesirable it must be 
kept as a last resort since there is 
entirely effective method of con- 
traception. Calling also for Lhe 
abolition of Article 212 of the 
Criminal Law Act, which defines 


abortion as a criminal offence, 
they stress that a change in the law 
will cause an increase in the num- 
ber of illegal abortions and so in 
the number of pregnant women 
who die. 

By the end of last year these 
groups had collected 500,000 sig- 
natures of support. Their efforts 
are co-ordinated by the Ass- 
ociation against reform of the 
Eugenic Protection Act. 

— People News Features 


Medical studies show benefits of pill outweigh risks 


By Maggie Jones Association reports a similar inc- 

rease. It estimates that use of the 

Recent reports which show that ““S ° v ? r ‘"if 51 ,'?' 0 ° r 
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cycle. Another possible cause. 
Figures released by the Planned however, may be the. recent pub- 
Parenthood Federation of Ante-- lication of reports which show the 
— rica show that at their clinics -the — pill- has positive benefits for 'heft- 
percentage of women who use the 1th. These include possible pro- 


pill rose from 56.6 in 1980 to 6 1.4 
in 1981 , This reverses a decline in 
jail use which started in 1975. 
The British Family Planning 


tecrion against endometrial and 
ovarian cancer. 

Both the Royal College of Gen- 
eral Practitioners’ (RCGP) and 


the Oxford Family Planning Ass- 
ociation's long-term studies of pill 
use in Britain show that using the 
pill may give protection against 
eight diseases. The protective eff- 
ect is well documented for six dis- 
eases: begin breast disease, ova- 
rian cysts, iron-deficiency ana- 
emia, pelvic inflammatory disease 
(PID), ectopic (tubal) pregnancy 
and ovarian cancer. Further con- 
firmation is needed for the other 
two diseases: rheumatoid arthritis 
and endometrial cancer. 

Studies carried out in the Uni- 
ted States bear out the findings 
about endometrial and ovarian 
cancer. They are important bec- 
ause when oral contraceptives 
were first widely marketed in the 
early 1960s one of the main wor- 


ries was that they might cause can- 
cer. Two U.S. studies suggest that 
users of combined oral con- 
- traesptives have only half as much 
chance of contracting endometrial 
cancer as non-users. 

One of the U.S. studies also 
notes that the protective effect 
appears to increase the longer the 
pill is used. 

The number of cases studied is 
small as the disease is very rare 
among women of reproductive 
age. However, the figures are rea- 
ssuring for those who feared the 
pill might be carcinogenic. 

Recent evidence, from at least 
three ovarian cancer studies which 
include nearly 200 cases, strongly 
suggests that oral contraceptive 


use decreases the risk to the 
woman of ovarian cancer. Women 
have different inherent risks of 
ovarian cancer, and the protective 
effect of the pill may vary among 
women. 

However, the prevention of 
benign breast disease, ovarian 
cysts, anaemia, PID and ectopic 
pregnancy affects many thousands 
of women and means an enormous 
number of hospital cases are avo- 
ided. An assessment in the United 
States published in Family Pla- 


Three thousand operations for 
ovarian cysts. 27.000 cases of 
iron -deficiency anaemia. 51.000 
cases of PID or 13.000 hospital 
treatments for the disease, and 
10.000 hospital cases of ectopic 
pregnancy (which can be fatal) are 
prevented every year in the Uni- 
ted States alone. 

While the importance of the 
protective effects, both con- 
traceptive and non-contraceptive, 
will undoubtedly vary from cou- 
ntry to country, for most healthy 


nni^o ivrf 75 Nn —Women under 35 they will pro- 

bably outweigh lhe weU publicised 
4, lVo-) snows mat eacn year me m ni n ib...u n c that 


pill saves more than 20.000 
women from going into hospital to 
have benign breast disease inv- 
estigated. 


cardiovascular complications that 
pill use may be associated with. 

— People Newt / Features 


Some of our readers have complained io me about the way the 
deaths of Jordanian citizens abroad are announced in the local 
Papers* The standard announcement, which you all might have 
seen at least once, reads something like this: “the family of X arc 
requested to contact the consular section of the .Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on a matter of importance''. It goes without saying that 
everybody guesses that this concerns the death of X. 

I have called the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and talked with the 
person hi charge of the consular section about the reasons why the 
ministry uses this procedure to announce the death of a citizen. 
This gentleman, who was very helpful, told me that the minisirv 
has found this way is the fastest, surest and most humane. The 
name of deceased is sometimes incomplete, and this makes it very 
difficult to find his correct address. 

“We have even on two occasions, during the snow-storms, bro- 
adcast the announcement on the radio, for fear people couldn't get 
the newspapers. To announce such news over the phone would be 
terrible. 

“Yes, but an elderly fattier with heart trouble might die w hen he 
reads the newspapers announcing the death of his son.*’ I ans- 
wered. 

Our conversation was leading us nowhere. The official told me 
that the ministry was open to suggestions from interested citizens. 

I believe we could have a special department where psychologists 
would be responsible for announcing deaths to next-of-kin directly 
and as carefully as possible. The civil status registers are there for 
us to find all addresses. 

But you might have other suggestions? Please make them 
known! 


Opinion — Al Ra’i j 

Real cause of road damage j 


By Fakhri Kawar 


The iragi-comic situation that 
prevailed during and after thc 
recent snowfall makes us won- 
der if everything is really all 
right, as the authorities som- 
etimes like to declare it is. To 
hear any more comforting sta- 
tements will certainly strain thc 
limits of (he citizen's tolerance. 

Islands of land could be seen 
resting peacefully in mid-road, 
streets departed from where 
they used to be. and red- 
and-yellow pools confronted 
one everywhere (not to men- 
tion streams and waterfalls). 

Could this.be the outcome of 
some heavenly rage, or is it 
simply the fault of those to 
whom roads mean profits? 
Who is responsible for the total 
min of a road, which loses all 
the asphalt it once had for a 
cover, if not the contractor who 
originally built it? 

Why do we keep attributing 
the damage inflicted on roads 
to double-axle trucks? T m not 
going to compare our roads 
with those in Europe which 


survive endless rain and sno- 
wfall. but u hat about old roads 
in Jordan itself which still ret- 
ain a good degree ol usability? 
The Mafraq-H4 road has been 
usable for traffic oxer thc last 
4n years, and it is still in a con- 
siderably better condition than 
the “new” Azraq road. Thc 
Amman-Jcrusalem road is a 
good example of efficient 
work, which has withstood the 
pressure of large and small 
trucks with civil and military 
cargoes for years and years. 

These two old roads have wit- 
nessed wars and heavy traffic, 
but have stood the test. Why- 
are the new- ones not as good? 

We appeal to the authorities 
to find out the real causes of the 
damage to our roads in order to 
avoid similar disasters in the 
future. A serious and res- 
ponsible stand in dealing with 
■ public ' interests is urgently- 
needed. Shouldn't Amman's 
most recent drama be treated 
more conscientious! v? 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


MAIN CHANNEL 

KJO Koran 

•fcS ..... Cartoon 

Kit Thc Mooch Bunch 

•S3® _ Nans Anderson 

•fcJ# . Big Blue Marble 

BMW Local Pr o gramme 

•ft88 News in Arabic 

Ws» Arabic Series 

B9-J0 Arabic Play 

lift# .. News in Arabic 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 

•M0 French Pro g r am me 

•WO News in French 

•730 News in Hebrew 

•030 Private Benjamin 

•sift Eight is Enough 

*030 News in English 

•15 Movie of thc Week: “See How 
She RnoT 

RADIO JORDAN 
355 KHz. AM & 90 MHz. FM 
A partly on 9560 KHz. SW 

07:10 Morning Show 

News Summary 

*ws Pop Session 

News Summary 

Pop Session 

J**S Pop Session 

«06 News Bulletin 

Instrumentals 

*•30 Young Sound 

**• .... Concert Hour 

22 “"' * News Summary 

hw5 r Instrumentals, Old Favourites 
!i* ' — Special Feature. Pop Session 

News Summary 

**05 A Crime Story 

2* — Melody Time 

J*30 ... Nm Desk 

Iff — ^ Date with a Star 
*• Evening Show 

«30 News Summary 

“ft* — , Evening Show 

New* Summary 

**• News Summary 

1 News Headlines, Sign Off 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 72 0, 1413 KHz 

Newsdesk GfcJO Intern at ional 
Special 06:45 Financial News 
*3$ Reflections 0740 World News; 24 
News Summary 07:36 Peebles’ 


Choice 07:46 The Wortd Today QfcM 
Newsdesk 88^9 Cancelled 0838 Naptie 
Notebook B&40 The Farming World 
IM0 World News; 24 Hours: News 
Summary Out Country Style 09:45 
Network UJKL 10:00 World News 10*9 
Reflections 19:15 International . S oc ce r 
Special 1030 John Peel 11:00 World 
News; 11:09 British Press Review 11:15 
The World Today 1 1-J0 Financial News 
1 1:40 Look Ahead 1 1:45 Talking About 
Music 12:15 Maritime England 1238 
Comedy Stow I3riW World News; News 
about Britain 13:15 New Ideas I3&5 
The Week in Wales 1330 The Horror 
and The Courage 1430 Radio Newsreel 
14:15 Sports Round-up 1WS Jubilee 
Concert IS: 00 World News; L&09 24 
Hours: News Summary 1530 Network 
U K. 15:45 The Pleasure's Yoore 1630 
Discovery 17:00 Radio Newsreel 17:15 
Outlook 17:50 Racing from Che- 
ltenham 1 8.-00 World News 18:09 
Commentary 1&15 Assignment I&4S 
The World Today 19rtW WooridNews 
19:09 Meridian 19^0 The Week in 
Wales 19:45 Sports Round-up 2ft 00 
World News TOM News about Britain 
20:15 Radio Newsreel 2030 A Small, 
Town in Germany 21:00 Outlook: News 
Summary 2139 Stock Market Report 
21:43 Look Ahead 21:45 Reporton ReL 
tgfon22rtM World News 22:09 24 Homs 
News Summary 2236 A Jolly Good 
Show 23:15 Ulster Newsletter 2330 In 
the Meantime 2330 Business Matters 
24:00 World News 0039 The World 
Today 0035 The Week in Wales 00:30 
Financial News 0(M9 Reflections 00:45 
Sports Routd-up 01:00 World News: 
Commentary 01:15 Merchant Navy 
Programme 013 Meridian 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

05:00 Daybreak 0631 The Breakfast 
Show 1736 News Roundup: Reports, 
opinions, analyses 1730 VOA Mag- 
azine Show: Americana, science, cul- 
ture, letters 1&00 Special English News 
18:10 Special Fngfah Science & Tec- 
hnology Report Feamre: The 

M aking of a Nation (Friday: The living 
Earth) 1830 Now Musk USA (Fnday: 
Country Music USA) 19ri» News Rou- 
ndup 1930 Dateline 2ftO0 Spe cial E ng- 
bb N«w2ft 16 Science and Tedmotogy 
Report 38:15 Feature 2030 MWC USA 
21:00 News Roundup 1U0 VOA Mag- 

arine Show 2230 Special English News 

22:10 Science and TetAnotogfJ 
22:15 Music USA: Jazz 23tf* VOA 
World Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Omer Fawzi. at the Alia ‘ 
Ait GaBcry. 

* These exhibitions are on attbe French 
CUhnral Centre: 

— “Jean -Jacques Rousseau.” 

— “ Antoine Bourdelle: Sculptor.” 
(Ends Thursday) 

PLAY 

* “Twelfth Night” performed by the 
London Shakespeare Group at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on Thursday and 
Friday at 7:45 pjn. 

FILM 

■ "Un Type Comme Moi No Devrait 
Jamais Mount” at the French Cultural 
Centre Friday at 7:30 p.m. 

MEETING 

* *" German -comm unity meets Props! 
Wehrmann from Jerusalem on Friday at 
8:00 p.m. at the Goethe Institute. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

American Centre '. tel. 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Ttirfcisb Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.WJAA. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library __ 36111 
University of Jordan Library .. 8435$ 

MUSEUMS 

FoOdm* Mtimr. Jewelry and cos- 
tume* over 100 years old. Also mosaics 

from Madaba and Jerash (4tfa u> 18th 
centuries). The Roman Thearre, 
Amman. Opening bouts; 9.00 a.m. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Ar ch aeologi cal Museum: Hasan 
excellent collection of tbe anriquuies of 
Jordan. Jabal AI Oaf a (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9 jQ 0 a.m. - 5.00 pm. 
(Fridays sod official holidays 10.00 a.m. 
4X10 pun.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National GaHcrp Contains a col- 
tecdoo of painting s ceramics, and scu- 


lpture by coo temporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of p a int i n gs by 19ih Century 
orientalist artists. Moutazah, Jabal 
Luweflrdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 
1.30 p.m. and 330 p.m. - 6.00 pan. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

.Military Masemn: Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt erf 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9 a.m.-4 p m. Closed 
Saturdays. TeL 664240. 

FbpntarUfc of Jordan Mnacnw- 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 ami. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays; TeL 37J69. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Chib. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Tyube 
Hotel, 1.30 pjn. 

Ueas P MadK p hw i Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Marriott Hold, 1 .30 p.m. 
flfttidpfta Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at tbe Holiday Inn. 
1:30 pm. 

Rotary dob. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the lateroontineatal Hotel, 100 p.m. 
Royal A u tomo bi l e dob. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Cirde. TeL 815261. 

CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

CtMireb of tbe Annrmriatian (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

Do la SaBe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of tbe Aanxmoutitv (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdalL 23541. 

Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 43453. 
Aimaha r-arhwHr- Church Ashrafieh. 

71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 

75261. 

SL Ephraim Chnreh (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 71751. 

Amraaa late r — floral Choreh (Inter- 
denominational); meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmeiwni, 663249. 

PRAYER TIMES 


0421 

05:43 

11.-4$ 

15:10 

17:46 

1*09 


— 

(Sunrise) Shuruq 

Dbuhr 

. . ...... ■ Asr 

Maghreb 

‘lsha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Abe inf- 
ormation department at .Amman Airport 
teL 92205-6. where it should always be 
verified. 

ARRIVALS 

06:45 Cairo (EA) 

08:45 Cairo (RJ) 

08^5 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:00 Damasucs (RJ) 

09:15 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

0930 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:40 Dfaahraa (RJ) 

09:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

0958 Dhahran (TK) 

10:15 Beirut (RJ) 

lftJ5 Dhahran, Riyadh (SV) 

1*40 Kuwait (SR) 

lftSO Aba Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

14c3S Kuwait (KAC) 

Ifc30 Cairo (RJ) 

1&30 Larnakfl (RJ) 

1 6s 45 Athens (RJ) 

1635 Aqaba (RJ) 

17:15 New York, Vienna (RJ) 

17 JO London (RJ) 

I&05 Amsterdam, Beirut (KLM) 

1SJ0 Athens (GF) 

1835 ... Helsinki. Berlin. Athens (Al) 

1830 Cairo (RJ) 

1930 Rome (RJ) 

1930 Baghdad (JR) 

20:15 Tripoli (LN) 

20:40 Beirut (MEA) 

2230 Baghdad (RJ) 

0030 Cairo <RJ) 

0ft45 Baghdad (RJ) 

01:10 Baghdad (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

0430 Istanbul, Belgrade (JATl 

Q4M5 Cairo (RJ) 

06:15 Damascus (RJ) 

0640 Damascus, Frankfort ( LH) 

07:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

07.-0S Cairo (EA) 

08:45 Beirut (MEA) 

1030 Rome (RJ) 

10j45 Athens (RJ) 

1050 Ankara. Istanbul (TK) 

1U00 ..... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

11:15 Tripoli. Madrid (RJ) 

1130 Athens (GF) 

1138 Geneva. Zurich (SR) 

1240 Paha. London (RJ) 

12:15 Laraaca (RJ) 

12:15 Frankfurt, Brussels (RJ) 

1230 Cairo (RJ) 

12:45 Riyadh, Dhahran (SV) 

1438 Cairo (RJ) 


15:00 ...» Aqaba (RJ) 

1530 Kuwait (KAC) 

18c 30 Baghdad (RJ) 

EMERGENCIES 

Ambulanoe 193. 75111 

18:45 Beirut (RJ) 

IfcOO Kuwait (RJ) 

tftOO Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

19:48 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

1930 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fite headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue . — 192. 21111. 37777 
Police headquarters 39141 


Traffic police 56390-1 

2830 Baghdad (IR) 

21:10 ...... Karachi (LN) 

2130 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

08:15 London (BA) 

0230 Cairo (EA) 

Electric Power Co 36381*2 

Municipal water service 71125-8 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 


Dr. Othman Musi a/a Othman . 74024 

Ncirukh pharmacy — 23o72 

Hab jAarmacy - 71110 

Al Hadiiha pharmacy 30836 

Faye* pharmacy — .60 1 627 

Khayyam taxi 41541 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Load sell (buy rates in ) 

Belgian franc - 76.3/ 76 

Dutch guilder - 133.7/ 134 

Egyptian guinea 315/ 3 

French franc — 522/ 52 

Iraqi dinar - 531/ 537 

Italian fire (for 100) 25/ 25 

Japanese yen (for 100) 148.9/ 14? 

Kuwaiti dinar 1213-6# 121 i 

Lebanese lira 83.5/ 84 

Omani riyal 10225/ 1027 

0 atari riyal 97.1/ 97 

Saudi riyal 103/ 103 

Swedish crown 47.7/ ‘ 

Swim franc 172/ 173 

Syrian lira 61 61 

UAE dirham 96.4 1 96 

U-K_ sterling potiSd 535 21 536 

U.S. dollar 354/ 3 

W. German mark — - 1483/ 14( 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology- 

It win be partly cloudy, whb nor- 
thwesterly moderate winds. An increase 
in temperature is expected. In Aqaba, it 
will be partly cloudy, with northerly 
moderate winds and seas calm. 

Low/high temperature In deg.C. 

Amman 4/14 

Aqaba — 10/20 

Deserts 3/16 

Jordan Valley 9/20 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
A mm a n 10, Aqaba 16. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 72 per cent, Aqaba 88 
percent. 


Akleh Maternity, I. Amman ... 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171-4 

S hm ei san i Hospital 66913 1-T 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic. Abdali 665202 

Ai-Ahli. Abdali 664164 

Italian. AI-Muhajreen 77101-3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 751 11 

Army. Marta U16) I 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 41256 


Bassam tan 

Siyaha taxi 

. M 1857 
.... 43285 


... 21776 
. 604KKK 


... 21127 

IRB1D: 


Dr. Mazen Abu Bakr 

.... 74t>UO 

AJ ShamaJ pharmacy 

2680 

ZARQA: 


Dr. Barakat Al Shajarawi 

.... 83U38 

AJ Hikma 



GENERAL 

Jordan Television . — _... 731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 74] M 

Ministry of Tourism 423 1 1 

Hotel complaints 666J 1 2 

Price complaint* 661 17b 

Telephone; 

Information — 12 

Jordan and Middle East calk ID 

Overseas calls - 1 7 

Cable or telegram - - 18 

Repair service It 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperllower price in fils per kg. 

Almond l Green) 550 450 

Apple (American) 500 - 450 

Apple (Double Red) 300 • 250 

Apple (Golden) 300/250 


Apple (French) 

.350/ 300 
. 300 1 250 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) ... 

Beans 

.270 / 220 
.230 / 200 


.210' 180 




.280 / 200 


. 160/ 120 


. 180/ 150 

Cauliflower (white) 

. 140/ 100 
. 520 / 450 


. 300 • 25l) 


, 250 / 200 

Cucumber (small) 

.400/350 
34U / 300 

Garlic 

. 500 / 450 


Grapefruit - 130/ 100 

Grape (white) 900 : 800 

Grapes (black) 800 / 700 


Lemon - - loo- 

Marrow (large) 200 ' 

Marrow t small i 320 , 

O fives - 450 • 

Onion (dry) - ... 140 

Onion (greeo) 2UO' 

Orange' 25M 

Orange* (Mandarine) 300 

Oranges (sbammili) 250 ' 

Orange* i local) — 2lKJ. 

Peas — 600 : 

Pears (African) 500 ' • 

Peats (American) 650 

Peaches - - 850 / 

Pepper (Sweet) 560 / . 

Pepper (Hot Green) - lOOti -' 

Plums 850 ■' ' 

Potatoes (local) 190 ■ 

Potatoes (imported) 200 •' 

Radish 70 •• 

Sage - 230 / ; 

Spinach 150. 

Tomatoes - 220 

Turnip - 180. 

Watermelon (Indian) — 400 ' 

Watermelon (.Saudi) 250 •' , 


FOR FRIDAY 
JORDAN TELEVISION 
WAIN CHANNEL 

I W8 Koran 

Jff8 — — — Children’s Programme 
MN8 Herbs 

j*® • Programme on Sports & Space 
'Ll* Rrjnnous Programme 

1235 

1*28 Mary Taylor Moo rt 

**•8 : - Soccer 

1530 .......... v Doctor 

JffS ....... — Arabic Series 

*M .__ a«s Holms 

ff — Religions Programme 

ff New* fat Arabic 

Arabic Series 

Local Variety Pto^amme 


32^0 Arabic Secies 

2330 ...m~ . News m Arabic 

12M 

12S05 

News Summary 

14 M 
1485 

News Summary 

Nitwit- 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 

1SN 


06.-00 French Programme (feature fihn) 

07:06 News in FTOneh 

07 JO .... News m Hebrew 

0fe30 Talcs of tbe Unexpected 

ItM 

1&05 

17^0 

IK-00 

18.-85 

... Instrumentals. Old Favourites 
30- Minute Theatre 
News Summary 

09:10 100 Groat Pafatmgs 

19 m 

NewsDeak 

10:15 ■ ■ — FaJfioa Great 

2030 

Nirayl^Hr 


21A0 


RADIO JORDAN 

555 KHz. AM & 99 MHz. FM 
£ parity on 9560 KHz, 3W 

21-30 Just a Minute 

2240 News Smnmaiy 


23*0 

— m..m- News Smnmaiy 

U7J6 News Summary 

jjjpg Listeners’ Choice 

23:10 

24ri» 

.:.... mm Over a Crip of Tea 

News Headlines. Sgn Off 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1413 KHz 

Md» Newsdesk 0638 Country Style 
06»45 Financial News 0fc55 Reflection* 
0730 World News 07*9 24 Honrs News 
Summary 0738 English Baroque Music 
07.-45 The World Today 08.-80 New- 
sdesk 88:09 Programme Cancelled 
0630 Fiesta 09*0 World News 8*89 24 
Honrs: News Summary 0930 Int- 
ermezzo 09:45 Merchant Navy Pro- 
gramme IMA World News 1W8 Ref- 
lections 10:1$ Voice* to Remember 
1030 Small Town in Germany 11:00 
World News 11:89 British Press Review 
1 1:15 The World Today 1138 Fmandal 
News 11:40 Look Ahead 11:45 Big 
Band Sound 12:15 Merduaa Navy Pro- 
gramme 1230 Business Manets 1338 
World News 13c09 News about Britain 
13:15 fa the Meantime 1335 Ulster 
Newsletter I3-J0 A Small Town in 


Germany 1«00 Jazz Score 14:15 Jazz 
for the Asking 14-45 Sports Round-up 
1*08 World News 15.-09 24 Horn: 
News Summary 1530 Book. Music and 
Lyrics 16:15 Letterbox 1638 Album 
Time 1&45 Programme Canc e lled 1730 
R«ho Newsreel 17:15 Outlook I&BO 
World News 1839 Commentary 18:15 
Soeace is Action 1&45 The World 
Today 19:00 World News; 1939 Sarah 

and Company 1930 Book Choice 19:45 

Spons Round-up 2ftfl0 World News 
2039 News about Britain 20:15 Radio 

Newsreel 2030 Marx and Marxism 
2130 Pmlook 2139 Stock Market 
Report 21:43 Look Ahead; About Bri- 
tain 22.-80 Wortd News 22.-09 24 Homs 
News Summary 2230 Pretsdand'a Pro- 
gress 22*09 Network U.IC. 23:15 Musk 
Now 23:45 I Say, You Chaps! 24M 
World News 00*9 lhe World Today 
0035 The Week m Wales 0030 Fm- 


snciaJ News. Reflections «M5 Sports 
Round-np 0130 World News 01:09 
Commenury 01:15 Prom the Weeklies 
0130 A Small Town in Germany 

AMMAN AIRPORT 

arrivals 

07:15 Cairo (EA) 

8ft55 Aqaba (RJ) 

0*00 Cairo (Rj) 

89:15 .. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

8fe2d — Ra Al Khaimft. Dubai (RJ) 

•938... Jeddah (Rj) 

89:45 .... Kuwait (RJ) 

11:10 — mm. Cairo (EA) 

13:15 Moscow (SU) 

14:40 London (BA) 

1530 Kuwait (KAC) 

1530 Cairo (RJ) 

1535 — ...mm-m. Jeddah. Medina (SV) 


London (RJ) 

— Madrid (RJ) 

,. — ......... — Peru (Rj) 

Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 

— .. ... Aqaba (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

— — Cairo (EA) 

New York, Amsterdam tRJ) 

— mm mm — ...... Cairo (RJ) 

— Frankfurt Damascus ( LH) 
Zurich. Athens (SR) 

— Baghdad (RJ) 

■ m — MHiuuM Cairo (RJ) 

M. — MM Baghdad (RJ) 

Cairo (EA) 


DEPARTURES 

85:00 — Cairo (RJ) 

0605 — mm Amsterdm (LH) 

0740 ... Aqaba (RJ) 

**15 — Cairo (EA) 


. Athens. Berlin. Helsinki (RJ) 
... — Vienna. New York (RJ) 
— — ... Cairo (EAl 


12:38 .... 
I4.-00 ... 
14:15 -m 

— Athens, Copenhagen (RJ) 

15:00 .... 


16:00 


163Q .... 


iftse ... 

... Medina. Jeddah (SV) 

18:18 ,m. 

HL36 

Cairo (E A) 

1*00 
19:15 .... 
19:40 
19J0 .... 

- - Kuwait (RJ) 

Dhahran (RJ) 

...mm.. — Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 
.... Abu Dhnhi 1 R 1) 



20J0 .m. 

22:15 

-mm.,. Dubai, Karachi (RJ) 

02:10 ... 
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Mercedes’ reign 


Amarnath leads spirited Indian 




eight champion revival against West Indies 


LONDON (Rj — Eleoncio Mer- 
cedes’ brief reign as World Boxing 
Council (WBCl flyweight cha- 
mpion came lo an end at Wembley 
Tuesday night when he was sto- 
pped by Britain's Charlie Magri in 
the seventh round of their sch- 
eduled 12-round title fight. 

Mercedes, born in the Dom- 
inican Republic but now resident 
in Mexico City, was left bloodied 
and battered as the European 
champion produced the finest per- 
formance of his 3ft-fight career in 
a nerve tingling contest. 

Mercedes, who look the title 
from Mexican Freddie Castillo 
last November, was pulled out of 
the fray after one minute 14 sec- 
onds of the seventh round by the 
ring doctor. 

He had been carrying a na*tv 
gash under his left eye from the 
fourth round and every stinging 
Magri blow made the blood run 
faster from that cut and another 
over the eye. 

Ironically until the cuts. Mer- 
cedes had looked every bit as imp- 
ressive as Magri and was probably 
level on points at the finish. 

War was declared from the 
opening belief the fight and Magri 
narrowly won the first round 
thanks to j furious assault in the 
last minute which had (he cha- 
mpion covering up against the 
ropes. 

While Magri was looking to 
land one big blow. Mercedes kept 
the safety switch in his right hand 
in the on position. But his lig- 
htning left jab repeatedly found | 
the challenger's chin. j 

Magri switched his attack to the 


body in the third and fourth rou- 
nds but the dancing Mercedes was 
often an elusive target, skipping 
nimbly out of range or weaving 
and ducking when trapped in a 
comer. 

The fourth will long be rem- 
embered as one of the best ever 
rounds in world championship 
boxing. 

Magri and Mercedes stood toe 
to toe in the middle of the ring 
trading punches. When the cha- 
mpion was finally forced to step 
back, blood was streaming down 
his left cheek. The fatal Wow had 
been struck. 

A change of tactics almost bro- 
ught Magri the title in the fifth. 
Four sledgehammer hooks to the 
body— astonishing punches for a 
flyweight— took the wind out of 
Mercedes and the champion was 


left helpless as the Briton unl- 
eashed a flurry of unanswered 
blows. 

But again Mercedes came back 
and he had Magri in trouble in the 
sixth. The challenger seemed una- 
ble to anticipate the Mercedes jab 
although the champion was having 
trouble seeing out of his damaged 
eye. 

The doctor inspected the wou- 
nds during the interval and alt- 
hough he allowed Mercedes to 
continue he had no hesitation in 
calling a halt as Magri imm- 
ediately went back to work on the 
eye. 

Magri. 26. has now won 28 of 
his 30 contests. Mercedes' record 
shows 1 1 wins, seven losses and 
two draws. 

Both men weighed 1 1 1 Vz pou- 
nds (51.3 kgs). 


Sheffield Wednesday reaches 
English F.A. Cup semi-finals 


LONDON (R> — Sheffield Wed- 
nesday became the last club to 
reach the English Football Ass- 
ociation (F.A.) Cup semi-finals 
when they crushed Burnley 4-0 in 
their replay Tuesday night to earn 
a clash with Brighton in the last 
four. 

A crowd of some -W.000 at She- 
ffield were given plenty to shout 
about os Wednesday, coached by 
former England star Jack Cha- 
riton. opened a 3-0 half time lead 
in the all-second division match 
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and added two more after the 
break. 

Gary Shelton scored the first 
goal after 17 minutes when a ter- 
rible back pass by Ray Flynn gave 
him an open goal to fire at. He 
added the second 1 1 minutes later 
and Gary Megson made it 3-u with 
a penalty in the 41st minute. 

Andy McCulloch headed the 
fourth home in the 57th minute 
and also added the fifth five min- 
utes from time. The teams drew 
1-1 at Burnley last Saturday. 

Wednesday meet Brighton on 
the neutral north London Hig- 
hbury home of Arsenal in one of 
the April 16 semi-finals. Arsenal 
play the favourites. Manchester 
United, at Villa Park in the other. 

Arsenal had a disappointing 2- 1 
first division loss to Birmingham 
Tuesday night but Everton shr- 
ugged off their heartbreaking, inj- 
ury time 1-0 defeat to Manchester 
United in the Cup on Saturday by 
beating Southampton 2-0. 


FOR RENT 

Newly completed semi villa 
with 2 bedrooms, heating, 
garden and car park. Loc- 
ated in Shmeisani. Please 
call at the location in the 
afternoon, between 2 and 5 
o’clock and ask for Mr. Abu 
Wadfe except Friday from 
9 a.ra. until 5 p.m. 

Annual rent JO 2, 700 





1 iu- tradition of celebrating Mother's Uuv can be traced far back in time. 

It ! • •mrs « mi;in:ill\ From England, whore every fourth Sunday during Lem was 
kni »un as “Mnihrnng Sund.iv ". Alihi.tugh this day was set aside for visiting line's 
Muthi-r (.'hnrrh. it also became u widespread custom on “Mothering Sundav" 
ii >r children living awav from home to cal! on their parents with small presents. 

( Jr.idnalh the > ustnm developed inlo.i celebration of the mother alone - 
perhaps a result of Lite day's original name. 

in the 17th century this tradition was brought to the USA by British 
emigrants. Here a secular version developed, and by the beginning of the 20th cen- 
tury "Mi a! iens ig Day " had become “Mothers Day*. In 1907 a campaign was 
launched bv an American. Anne Jarvis, to pav tribute to the mothers uf the world, 
and the idea «»f “Mothers Duv" was event ualiy adopted worldwide. 

Li lfHi‘1 Bing & Clnindaltl made the first Mother’s Day plate. Henry 
I hi-iunrlrr's H«-sign, “I log u itli puppies", w as produced in porcelain using the famous 
I ilue imdevgla,;e tf.hnique. It was the first of its kind in the world and was a great 

SU<VI‘S> 

Sime then it has become a tradition in many families to say “thank you" 
w till the Mother* Day plate from Bing & Grondahl. Many things which arc so 
difficult to put into words find expression in the imagery and artistry of this special 
gilu and w ill be remembered for years to come. 

A new Mother’s Day plate is issued each > ear. Pan of a limited edition, 
it will n< it lx- made again. But it is never too late lo begin a fine tradition. 

The I : »«.-*■ Mother's Day plate shows “Kaccuun with cubs”. 

Artist: Hcnrv Thclunder. Limited edition. 


y ; MBAa^E^EaBDEH AL-BAONEIH STREET. AL.TAZIZ BUILDING. 


PORT-OF-SPAIN (Rj — Moh- 
inder Amarnath hit his second 
half-century of the match to lead a 
spirited Indian revival in the sec- 
ond cricket test against West Ind- 
ies at the Queens Park Qval Tue- 
sday. 

But the West Indians, 219 runs 
ahead on first innings, remained 
firmly in control with one day left 
to play. 

India ended the fourth day on 
169 for two. The West Indians, 
replying lo India's first innings 
total of 175, had earlier taken 
their first innings score to 394. 

Amarnath, a 34-year-old all- 
rounder, played a dour and det- 
ermined innings to be 54 not out at 
the close and had already put on 
37 runs for the third wicket with 
Dilip Vengsarkar, not out 20. 

Earlier. Sunil Gavaskar and 
Aoshuman Gaekwad had given 
India a solid start, putting on 63 
for the first wicket. But the major 
contribution India must have exp- 
ected from Gavaskar, who had 
made at least 50 in each of his 
previous four tests here, was not 
forthcoming. 


He was out for 32 after being 
given “lives'* at 1 3 and 1 8. He was 
finally dismissed by giant pace 
bowler Joel Gamer who had him 
caught behind off an edged drive. 

Gavaskar had earlier been dro- 
pped in the slips by Vivian Ric- 
hards off Holding — a difficult 
chance low to his left— and then 
Holding missed an easy catch off a 
lofted drive to mid-off when Mal- 
colm Marshal] made a ball stop 
and lift. 

The West Indians' efforts to 
bowl out rheir opponents swiftly 
were hampered by their fourth 
pace man, veteran Andy Roberts, 
being off the field with a tem- 
perature in the closing stages. 

The pitch had in any case bec- 
ome so tranquil that the West Ind- 
ians' last pair. Holding and Gar- 
ner. were able to amass 48 runs for 
the final wicket ai the start of the 
day. 

Marshall nevertheless gen- 
erated a lot of pace early on. but in 
striving for that extra yard bowled 
10 no-balls. Holding was also cal- 
led eight times and bowled his 


second spell, into the wind, at red- 
uced pace. 

The docility of the pitch was 
well illustrated by the fact that the 
second Indian wicket fell to the 
gentle off-spin of Larry Gomes 
who had Gaekwad caught for 35 
after he bad resisted the might of 
the pace attack for over three- 
and-a-quarter hours. 

The West Indians clearly bel- 
ieve that Amarnath is still vul- 
nerable to the short ball and Mar- 
shall laid down a barrage. 

Amarnath hooked the first one 
to the boundary but was later hit 
on the helmet by another short 
delivery which raced away for four 
leg-byes. 

West Indies began the day at 
335 for seven and Indian all- 
rounder Kapil Dev made that 340 
for eight with his 200th wicket in 
50 test matches when he trawled 
Roberts for nine. 

Only two other Indian bowlers 
have taken 200 test wickets, both 
of them spinners. Bishen Bedi 
Lops the list 266 and Bhagwat 
Chandrasekhar took 242. 


Hanika beats Mascarin in Boston 


BOSTON (R) — West Germany’s 
Sylvia Hanika used her powerful 
forehand to good effect in beating 
American Susan Mascarin (U.S.) 
6-3. 6-3 in the opening round of 
the $150,000 Boston tennis tou- 
rnament Tuesday. 

Earlier, sixth-seeded American 
Barbara Potter had cruised to a 
6-1. 6-2 triumph over compatriot 
Barbara Hallquist. 

Hanika. seeded four, slammed 
home three service return winners 
to get the break in the fourth game 
of the first set and jumped into a 
3-0. 40-0 lead in the second bef- 
ore the 18 -year-old Mascarin fou- 
ght back to win nine of the next ten 
points. 

But Hanika reasserted control 
to play out the match. 

Andrea Jaeger, the top seed, 
withdrew from the tournament 
only minutes before the start of 
play Tuesday night, saying she was 


COMMODORE HOTEL 


troubled by an old leg injury. 

In other first round matches, 
second-seed Tracy Austin beat 
Britain's Jo Durie 7-5, 6-3 and 
third-seed Wendy Turnbull of 
Australia beat Ann Kiyomura of 
the U.S. 6-1. 6-1. 

Austin had a sluggish start and 
fell behind 4-0 before taking nine 


of the next ten games against 
Durie. 

Turnbull's victory took just 51 
m mutes. 

In later matches involving 
Americans. Billie Jean King beat 
Anne White 6-2. 6-2 and Kat- 
hleen Horvath defeated Jennie 
Klitch 6-2. 6-3. 


Wimbledon prize money increased 


LONDON (R) — Wimbledon 
prize money this year will be just 
under one million sterling l.S 1 .5 1 
million), an increase of almost 70 
per cent. 

Giving details of the cha- 
mpionships to be staged from June 
20 to July 3, Brian Burnett, cha- 
irman of the All England Lawn 
Tennis Club and championships 
committee, said that the men’s 
champion would receive £66,000 
($99,660) and the winner of the 
women’s singles £60,000 
(S90,600). 

Last year the men's champion 
received £41,667 (562,917) and 
the women's winner £37,500 


(S56.625). The overall prize 
money of £978,211 (51.477.098) 
this year is £384.845 (5581.115) 
up on the 1982 figure. 

Last year Wimbledon handed 
over a surplus of more than £1.5 
million (S2.265 million) to the 
British Lawn Tennis Association 
for the development of the game 
in Britain. 

Bumett said Tuesday that bec- 
ause of the considerable financial 
success of last year's cha- 
mpionships, the committee felt it 
right to “make a substantial inc- 
rease in the players’ prize money 
to give them a higher share of the 
profits." 


Hagler to defend title against Scypion 


LOCATION 


PROVIDENCE, Rhode Island 
(R) — Marvin Hagler, the und- 
isputed world middleweight box- 
ing champion, will defend his title 
against fellow American Wilford 
Scypion in Providence on May 13, 
promoter Bob Arum said Wed- 
nesday. 

It will be Hagler’s seventh title 


FOR RENT 

De luxe furnished semi villa apartment consisting of 
two bedrooms, salon, dining, two baths, and spacious 
kitchen. Centrally heated with a water well. Shmeisani, 
near the Yogusiavi Embassy. 

Tel. 661658 Amman 


TO LET 

Deluxe furnished apartment, first floor, 200 square metres. 
Consists of: large bedroom, sitting room, salon, dining 
room, kitchen and big bath, with central heating. 

Located: At Shmeisani, near the Swedish and Romanian 
embassies. 

For more information pis. telephone: 

661046, 23713 



SENIOR SECRETARY 

REFCO, one of Jordan's fastest growing financial ins- 
titutions, requires a secretary capable of handling a wide 
variety of activities. She will report to the Director of 
Marketing and will be fully responsible for the successful 
administration of the busy marketing and advertising off- 


lf you are interested in advancing your career, improving 
your salary and can converse and type easily in Arabic and 
English please contact me: 

Mrs. Suzanne Nour 
REFCO 
P.O. Box 560 
Amman, Jordan. 

Tel: 663160/663167 


defence. On Februaiy II he sco- 
red a sixth-round knockout over 
Tony Sibsoa of England in Wor- 
cester. Massachusetts. 

Arum said Hagler will receive a 
purse of Sl-25 million while Scy- 
pion will get $325,000. 

Hagler, 30, has a professional 
record of 56-2-2 with 47 kno- 
ckouts. All six of his previous title 
defences have ended in knockout 
wins and he has not been beaten in 
31 fights dating back more than 
seven years. 

Scypion, 24, who has a 26-3 
record with 20 knockouts, is the 
reigning U.S. Boxing Association 
(USB A) middleweight champion 
and the World Boxing Council's 
(WBC) top-ranked contender. 


Jones returns 
to Formula One 

LONDON (R) — Alan Jones of 
Australia, the 1980 world motor 
racing champion, will begin his 
return to Formula One com- 
petition in the race of champions 
at Brands Hatch on April 10. 

Jones, 36, has been engaged to 
drive one of the Arrows cars this 
year after retiring following the 
1981 season and is expected to 
join the Grand Prix circuit for the 
French event on April 17. He is 
currently recovering from a bro- 
ken leg suffered falling off a 
horse. 

in the race of champions, which 
does not count for the world cha- 
mpionship, Jones will be opposed 
by the 1981 and 1982 title win- 
ners. Nelson Piquet of Brazil and 
Keke Rosberg of Finland. 
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German photographer wins 
sports picture award 


STUTTGART (DaD) — Eugen Zimmennann, 40, has been a 
successful sports photographer for 10 years, but he had. never 
entered a competition mi til last year. Then, be seat in a selection of 
his work to the World Press Photograph Competition, and one 
picture, taken daring the German women's gymnastic cha- 
mpionships, was awarded first place in the sports category. The 
nine-member selection panel comprised journalists and photo jou- 
rnalists from Finland, Czechoslovakia, the People’s Republic of - 
China, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Soviet Union, Fra- 
nce, Britain, the Netherlands and the USA, Hie competition att- 
racted 750 entrants who submitted a total of 4,377 photographs. 


Elter defeats Manson in WCT tourney 

MUNICH. West Germany ( R) — Local hero Peter Elter beat Ame- 
rican Bruce Manson 7-6. 4-6, 6-4 in- the Munich World Cha- 
mpionship Tennis (WCT) tournament Tuesday and looked sei .for a 
second round dash with top seed Ivan Lendl of Czecholsovakia. 

Elter. labouring under a stomach muscle strain, looked nervous in 
the first two sets but soon regained his form and eliminated Manson 
in two hours. 


THE Daily Crossword By James R. Bums 


ACROSS 
1 Be curious 
5 “Beowulf," 

B.j), 

9 Entreat 
13 Street 
urchins 

15 Flat-topped 
hill 

16 Annoy 

17 Shaky and 
shady, as 
a business 

19 Party to 

20 Charge for 
services 

21 Rents 

22 Moderates 
24 Salad 

plants 
26 Fragrant 
resin 


27 Unit of 
energy 

28 Verve 

29 Squad 
leader 

32 Old Nick 

35 Texas 
symbol 

37 Q.E.D.word 

36 Careful 
efforts 

40 River into 
the Seine 

41 Video 
transmis- 
sion 

43 Mame and 
Polly 

44 Invite 

45 Early 

Ron Howard 
role 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


□mas HHaaa anna 
nnraa mniraaQ anna 
HCT0nranaa0i,ignaaa 
nnn aann nanaa 

FUiklF! 

HHHaaa nnoa oian 
□ana □□□an ana 
□ananaaiiiciniaaaan 
ana annua aaaa 
ana anna annnaa 
nnnn Banin 
□noon iiumh cmjg 
mnamaaDJcinniciiiaa 
ansa HBaan aaiia 
aaaa ciaaaa naan 


46 Ptiys.and 
surg. 

47 Travesty 

49 Sherwood 

and Arden 

53 Keep one's 
— the 
grindstone 

55 Flying 
prefix 

56 Fanatic 

57 Netman 
Arthur 

A Token pay- 
ment down 
under? 

61 “The bird — 
the wing" 

62 A Gardner 

63 Comedian 
Jack 

84 Overtakes 

85 Nostrada- 
mus, e.g. 

66 Tear apart 

DOWN 

1 Blunder 

2 Movie actor 
Richard 

3 Water- 
proofed 

4 Opposite 
of flow 

5 Gives out 

6 Throws 

7 After boy 

or girl 

6 Spaniards 

9 Trojan king 


10 Howling 
success 
in movies? 

11 Lily plant 

12 Longings 

14 Wooded 

18 Want 

23 Note — 

25 incensed 

26 N.C. school 

28 Cream 

30 Hurt 

31 Minerals 

32 Bristle 

33 War god 

34 Gabs about 
one's work 

36 Soak 

38 Indian 
babies 

39 That 

42 Aquatic 
bird 

43 Dry gulch 

46 A Copper- 

field 

46 Hammer 
ends 

49 Not so many 

50 Plumber's 
wire 

51 Shroud of — 

52 Charger 

53 Fasten 

54 PeOon’s 
partner 

55 Competent 

59 Actress 
Mary 

60 Distant ~ 



©1983 Tribune Company Syndicate, Inc, 
All Rights Reserved 









; i-’' y- 'V 1 - v ;i 5 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY MARCH 17-18, 1983 



Y 


Government gives modest 
Host to Britons’ budgets 


LONDON (R) •— Britain’s Con- 
^rvatiVe government has given a 
mcKjf^.hoostto family budgets, 
bof tJoTiiear signal that a general 
elecfionis at “hand. 

Riapee; Minister Geoffrey 
Ho^S-mnuai budget made net 
tax ctx& of atxmt £1.6 million 
(52L$.isiIBDn) without attempting 
any^powerfai stimulus of an eco- 
nomy; in which 13.7 per cent of 

vroridbrce is unemployed. 

Thabafcde against inflation — 
now. flown to 4.9-percent a year — 
repined, the government’s first 
priority* '"he told -the House of 
Commons: * * 

Pohtioaas were watching clo- 
sely for rives -about the plans of 
Prioue- "Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher, who has been in office for 
neariy.four years and must call a 
general election this year or early 
nexu> 

iVfosi feTt that Sir Geoffrey’s 
cautfou^budget made a June ele- 
ction unlikely and the odds on 
October, already the most pro- 
bable date, had grown stronger. 

Opposition parties quickly att- 
acked Sir Geoffrey, saying, he had 
failed to do anything about record 
unemployment. 

Labour leader Mr. Michael 
Foot called. his measures “ trivial" 


and utterly incapable of dealing 
with Britain’s problems. 

But the finance minister told 
parliament that the country was 
being guided, slowly but surely, to 
economic health. 

The £121 billion (SI 82 biDion) 
budget set a government bor- 
rowing target of £8 billion (Si 2 
billion). 

At 2.75 per cent of gross dom- 
estic product, that is one of the 
lowest ratios in the Western world 
and key element in the Con- 
servatives’ fight against inflation. 

Sir Geoffrey raised income tax 
thresholds, tax relief for mortgage 
payments, pensions and family 
allowances. 

The most marked change was a 
14 per cent increase in personal 
tax allowances which will stop inc- 
ome tax altogether for more than 
one million low-income Britons 
and save an average household 
about £2 ($3) a week. 

Levies on tobacco, alcohol and 
petrol were all raised'by a bit less 
than the inflation of the past year. 

Businessmen generally wel- 
comed a reduction in payroll tax. 

A fairly accurate outline of the 
budget had been leaked to tbe 
press over the past week, and inv- 
estors bad reacted in advance. 


USSR promotes 
gold nuggets to 
Western public 

; ZURICH (R) — The Soviet Union has begun a drive to sell gold 
nuggets direct to the public in an apparent move to raise foreign 
. exchange in the West. 

The windows of the Soviet Union’s Wozchod Bank in Zurich were 
Tuesday full of dull lumps of gold described as “masterpieces of 
fickle nature released from the dark womb of the earth." 

In London, the bank for foreign trade of tbe USSR took adv- 
ertisements in the Financial Times reminding investors and collectors 
of tbe “rarity, beauty and durability” of Russian gold nuggets. 

■The advert said tbe bank was also offering gold leaf for sale. 

The nuggets are being sold at the current market price— at present 
around 30 Swiss francs (SI 4.5) per gramme-plus a supplement of 50 
: to 100 per cent for their beauty and rarity as collectors’ items, a 
-spokeswoman in Zurich said. 

• This makes a top price of around 2,000 francs ($975), with smaller 

- chunks costing considerably less. They an? in their raw state, “refined 
ia the glow of magma," according to- the bank’s advertisements. 

-- The Wozchod Bank is the main outlet for the gold that the Soviet 
Union sells in the West to raise foreign exchange, mostly in Zurich 

- and London. 

Most consists of standard gold bars traded on international mar- 
kets but some is also sold in the form of coins portraying a worker in a 
..heroic pose before smoking factory chimneys. 

■ The nuggets have been ava flable for about four years but have not 
"■ been prominently publicised before, the spokeswoman said. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



'How would you like your coffee this morning 
In a cup or intravenous?" 


that scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


S3 



as 


jy 

a 

S3 

D 



EBIE 


CAUSED 


FOISSY 


Now arrange the catted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 


“prTTl-n 

tint answer hem: [ 1 1 L-ri 

(Answers tomorrow). 

JuflbtoK GNOME JUROR CANDID BENIGN 
Answer: What t rato togJorae^ {ce in. submarines has 


sending prices on the London 
stock market to record levels. 

Hours before the budget. Bri- 
tain’s four major banks reduced 
their base lending rates to 1 0.5 per 
cent from 11 percent. 

Tbe budget calculations were 
made against tbe background of 
uncertainty about world oil prices, 
an important factor because of the 
revenue Britain gets from North 
Sea wells and tbe effect a major 
price change would have on the 
value of sterling. 

Sir Geoffrey told parliament he 
would be ready to act quickly if a 
sharp drop in oil prices end- 
angered his financial strategy. 

Excise duty on liquor, tobacco 
and petrol was raised broadly in 
line with inflation. 

Hie extra 25 pence (37 cents) 
on liquor raises the average price 
of a bottle of whisky to £6.25 ($ 
9.45). 

Bottles of wine, up five pence 
(seven cents), start at around 


£1.85 ($2.79) a bottle. 

Beer, sold by the pint in British 
bars, will now cost about 85 pence 
(SI. 28). depending on the brew. 

The price of a cheaper packet of 
20 cigarettes is up to 97 pence 
(SI. 46). 

Premium-grade petrol will cost 
*1.72 (52.60) a gallon. 

Meanwhile, the government 
announced plans Tuesday to set 
up several freeports, areas with 
customs-free status, to see whe- 
ther they attract extra business to 
Britain. 

Sir Geoffrey Howe told par- 
liament: '"Freeports are a new tra- 
ding concept for the United Kin- 
gdom and I regard it as essential to 
make a careful test of tbe facilities 
they offer.” 

He said sites have not been cho- 
sen for the freeports. 

Goods can be manufactured, 
stored and exported without pay- 
ment of customs duties in fre- 
eports. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Equities closed easier in quiet trading on 
profit-taking. In the government bond market the new con- 
vertible stock announced on Monday was exhausted on its debut, 
dealers said. The F.T. index at 1500 Wednesday was down 3.1 at 
670.5. 

After a delayed start to trading in government bonds, as a result 
of interest in the new stock, the £1 billion 10Vi per cent con- 
vertible 1986 issue was exhausted at £26. part paid, dealers said. 
Otherwise trading was quiet with longs around Y« point lower 
reflecting switching into the new stock, they added. 

Gold shares showed losses stretching to $4 and North Ame- 
ricans were easier. 

Equities reacted to recent strength and showed net falls ranging 
to 1 Op but ICI was unchanged at 398 and Unilever was 5p up at 
845. Buildings were weak on disappointment over the lower than 
expected mortgage tax relief ceiling increase, they added. 

Banks eased between 5p and lOp and insurances showed sma- 
ller falls. Oils were mixed with Shell 4p up at 452 while B.P. was 
4p lower at 330 ahead of results Thursday. 

Thomas tilling was down 1 lp at 136 following annual results 
while BTR, Rowntree MacKintosh and Turner and Newall were 
all higher after their annual figures. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.5073/83 

1.2233/36 

2.3857/67 

2.6475/85 

2.0525/45 

-46.62/72 

6.8000/8200 

1416.00/1418.00 

237.30/45 

7.4220/40 

7.1250/70 

8.5920/45 

421.50/422.50 


U-S. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq, C. Itoh sign $lOm contract 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq Tuesday signed a SI0 million contract 
with Japan’s C. Itoh Company for the construction of a mai- 
ntenance workshop for gas-fed power stations in Baghdad, the 
Iraqi News Agency reported. 

FAO will seek $45 1m budget 

ROME (R) — The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) will seek a S45 1 .6 million budget for the agency next year, 
and $85 million increase on this year’s 5366.6 million. An FAO 
statement said Director-General Edouard Saouma told rep- 
resentatives of the 152 member nations Tuesday his proposals 
meant “practically zero growth" after allowing for exchange rate 
fluctuations. 

Soviet economic growth flags 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet economic growth rates flagged in Feb- 
ruary after a strong showing the month before, which prompted 
speculation about a lasting upturn in output and productivity. 
Figures published Wednesday by the central statistics board sho- 
wed that industrial production in the first two months of the year 
had increased by 5.6 per cent compared with the same period last 
year. Although high, this figure was a significant drop from the 6.3 
per cent growth rate registered in January. 

Arab exports to U.S. drop 

RIYADH (OPECN A) — U.S. imports from 1 2 Arab countries in 
the Middle East and North Africa declined to S 1 0 billion in 1982, 
from SI 7.21 billion in 1981 and SI 7.3 billion in 1980. According 
to the Financial Gazette of Jeddah, figures compiled by the U.S. 
Commerce Department showed that Saudi .Arabia provided 74 
percent of the imports — mainly oil products. The paper said U.S. 
exports to the countries increased by 1 1 per cent to S 13.6 billion 
in 1982. from SI 2.1 billion in 1981 and $9.8 billion in 1980. with 
Saudi Arabia accounting for two-thirds. Tbe countries involved 
include those in the Gulf, the Yemens. Lebanon. Jordan. Syria. 
Iraq and some North African nations. 

U.K. royals get 4.7% pay rise 

LONDON (R) — Britain's royal family got a 4.7 per cent pay rise 
Tuesday, which is just below the inflation rate and was described 
as “very modest” by Buckingham Palace. The palace said the 
government allocated £4.83 million ($7.25 million) of public 
money this year to cover the official expenses of the royal family. 

Kenya to encourage oil companies 

NAIROBI (R) — Kenya, which has been searching for oil without 
success for 20 years to boost incentives for oil exploration 
companies. President Daniel Arap Moi said Tuesday. 

Soviets refuse to pay transit fees 


ANKARA (R) — Soviet merchant ships are still refusing to pay 
transit fees in the Bosphorus and Dardanelles straits despite an 80 
percent cut which Turkey introduced in the charges last month, 
shipping sources in Istanbul said Tuesday. 

Pressure mounts on EMS currencies 

PARIS (R) — Pressure mounted again on the weaker currencies 
of the European Monetary System (EMS) Wednesday and was 
expected to persist at least until France and West Germany ann- 
ounced their new cabinets, government and banking sources said. 
In Frankfurt the French franc eased to 35.025 marks per 1 00 after 
35.38 Tuesday and the Belgian franc fell to 5.1 15 marks per 100 
from 5.204. The mark was fixed sharply higher in Paris at 285.96 
francs per 100 marks compared with Tuesday's 283.05 fix, but 
well below its EMS ceiling of 289.85. In relatively calm trading, 
no central bank intervention was necessary in Frankfurt or Paris 
to keep the weak EMS currencies inside their official 2.25 per 
cent fluctuation band. 
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Ankara vows to intervene 
in troubled private banks 


ANKARA (R) — The Turkish 
government, which this week sac- 
ked the top management of two 
private banks, wilt intervene in 
other banks if the need arises. Fin- 
ance Minister Adnan Baser Kaf- 
uogJu said Wednesday. 

The Finance Ministry ann- 
ounced Tuesday that the exe- 
cutive boards of the middic- 
ranking Istanbul Bankasi and His- 
arbank had been dismissed and 
replaced by officials from the 

State Agriculture Bank as part of a 
shake up of the troubled banking 
system. 

Officials said measures were 
also being prepared to intervene 
in the smaller Isci Kredi Banksi. 

“When they (other banks) get 
into trouble we won't hesitate to 
take similar action." Mr. Kafaogiu 
told the national consultative ass- 
embly appointed by Turkey's mil- 
itaiy rulers. 

He was speaking in a debate on 


a draft law which if approved by 
the assembly will give the cabinet 
authority to alter, abolish or 
renew by decree most of the laws 
governing the financial sector. 

Mr. Kafaogiu has promised to 
overhaul the banking system since 
it was plunged into crisis by the 
collapse last summer of Turkey's 
largest brokerage house. Banker 
Kusiclli. 

Kastelli and other brokers sold 
bank certificates of deposits and 
Kinds in the absence of a proper 
capital market. They competed 
with Turkey's 40 retail banks for 
savers' deposits, sending interest 
rates for depositors over 5fl per 
cent and borrower*' rates as high 
as 80 per cent. 

When Kastelli crashed and most 
brokers went out of business, int- 
erest rates tumbled along with 
public confidence in the banking 
system and deposits at the bank's 
fell away sharply. They have since 
staged a moderate recovery. 




T ^WYOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY. MAR. 17, 1983 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A time when your creative 
ideas should be used to advantage. You are able to im- 
prove relationships with others so there is a greater har- 
mony in the future. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Get together with con- 
genials and enjoy amusements during spare hours. Put 
talent to work and get fine results. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Look over your environ- 
ment and make improvements where needed. Improve 
your health and accomplish more. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A conference with 
associates will pave the way to more success in the future. 
Strive for increased happiness. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) A good time 
to elevate your thinking where money is concerned and 
then you can enjoy more prosperity. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Engage in more social ac- 
tivities after business matters are handled properly. Use 
that smile more. Be wary of outsiders. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Gain the advice of finan- 
cial experts so that you can advance more quickly. Draw 
up a campaign of action. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Consult with an influential 
person who can assist you in your career. Much good can 
come of this in the future. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Become more active in 
civic affairs and get excellent results. Obtain the guidance 
you need from higher-ups. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You should bt 
highly inspired now and can easily gain your fondest 
aspirations. Arrange for a future trip.. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Use your hunches 
where loved one is concerned and you come out a winner. 
A good time to make plans for the future. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Meet with associates 
and make better arrangements for the future. Take health 
treatments that will perk you up. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Take time to make your en- 
virons more comfortable. Come to a better understanding 
with co-workers early in the day. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... be or she will 
be one of those persons who can envision the highest 
results of any undertaking and know its true potential, 
plus knowing the needs of others. Be sure to equip your 
progeny with the finest education. 

“The Stars impel, they do not compel." What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MAR. 18, 1983 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Make long-range plans to 
gain your fondest aims in the future. Accept conflicting 
views you may have with opponents in a philosophical 
manner. Be more thoughtful of others. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Discuss with associates any 
new ideas you have and they can be helpful to you. Don't 
force any issues with family members. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Handling regular duties 
in a precise manner can lead to a greater income. Come to 
a fine agreement with co-workers. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get in touch with those 
whom you want to enjoy more pleasure with in the days 
ahead. Make this a worthwhile day. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Make plans to 
have a greater income in the future. Allow time to engage 
in recreational activities you enjoy. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Good day to contact relatives 
and allies and gain cooperation for a worthwhile plan you 
have in mind. Discuss it wisely. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Fine day for making new 
investments, after careful study. Concentrate on how you 
can be more productive in the future. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Use diplomacy instead of 
forcefulness with loved one and have increased harmony. 
Evening is fine for being with good friends. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Get in touch with ex- 
perts in your own field of endeavor and improve your 
plans for the future with their aid. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Know what your 
true aims are and then you can gain them by making wise 
moves and decisions. Use common sense. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Analyze your true 
position and make plans to have a greater income in the 
days ahead. Relax el horns tonight. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) A clever person can 
give you some pointers on a new project you have in mind. 
Express happiness with loved one. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Cooperation is the keynote 
today, whether in personal or business dealings. Show 
more devotion to loved one. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be very artistic and should be trained along such lines for 
best results in lifetime. Teach how to handle money mat- 
ters early in life. Spiritual training is important. A good 
family life in this chart 

"The Stars impel they do not compel” What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 
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JOHANNESBURG (R) — South African security police Wed- 
nesday conducted a surprise search of the home and office of Allister 
Sparks, one of the country's leading journalists. 

Sparks said in an interview that five members of the police arrived 
unexpectedly at his suburban home and searched it thoroughly for 
more than two hours. He then accompanied them to his office where 
six officers continued the search. 

Sparks, a former editor of the Rand Daily Mail in Johannesburg, is 
now the South African correspondent for the Washington Post, the 
London Observer and the Economist. 

“The whole thing is a pretext for an act of intimidation." he said. 

Sparks added that the police said they were looking for documents 
in connection with an article he wrote which quoted Winnie Man- 
dela, the wife of imprisoned African National Congress (A NO lea- 
der Nelson Mandela. 

Mrs. Mandela has been banned by the South African government 
and as such it is against the law for her to be quoted publicly. 

Banned peopleware. however, routinely quoted in news article 
outside South Africa. 

Sparks said another reason he suspected the article about Mrs. 
Mandela was not the real reason for the security police action was 


that the piece was published overseas about a year ago. 

Sparks said the search of his home and office was part of a hei- 
ghtened government campaign to harass the press, both foreign and 
domestic. 


“This has to be seen in the context of recent events,*' he said, 
referring to two recent incidents, the secret trial and conviction of 
three journalists for vioalting press laws and the government’s pre- 
vention of reporting of a speech made in parliament. 

ironically, one of Sparks' most recent articles was on the gov- 
ernment's efforts to tighten controls on news reporting. 

The Foreign Correspondents Association of Southern Africa, of 
which Sparks is a member, issued a statement strongly protesting 
against what it said was “outrageous harassment". 

Security police also questioned and searched the nearby office of 
Bernard Simon, who repons for the associated Press-Dow Jones 
business news service. Like Sparks, Simon is a South African rep- 
oner serving overseas media. 

Meanwhile, security police acknowledged in a statement that 
Sparks was the subject of an investigation and that material had been 
seized in their searches. 


U.S. bars Libyans from China executes rapist 


WASHINGTON I R) — The Uni- 
ted States will no longer allow 
Libyan students to study nuclear 
science or aviation courses at 
American schools, a U.S. Imm- 
igration and Naturalisation Ser- 
vice (INS) spokesman said Tue- 
sday. 

The decision was the latest 
move by Washington against the 
Libyan government of Col. Mou- 
rn mar Qadhafi. 

INS spokesman Duane Austin 
said Tuesday the new regulation 
went into effect last Friday and 
could result in sending home 
young Libyans who were in the 
country for the role purpose of 
studying subjects related to avi- 
ation or nuclear sciences. 

“The secretary of state has det- 
ermined that this type of training 
is detrimental to the security of the 
United States." he said, quoting 
from the rule which bans sutdy of 
subjects such as aviation mai- 


ntenance and flight operation. 

The new rule means that U.S. 
embassies overseas will reject 
requests by Libyans "or third cou- 
ntry nationals" acting on behalf of 
Libya for visas to study the sub- 
jects involved. 


BRUSSELS (R) — Spain’s Soc- 
ialist government has irritated 
NATO officials by deciding to att- 
end a meeting of defence ministers 
next week as an observer, dip- 
lomats of the North Atlantic Tre- 
aty Organisation said Wednesday. 

They said Madrid - s decision was 
embarrassing because there was 
no legal basis for observer status 
within NATO. 

Although the government has 
frozen talks on integration in 
NATO's military wing, Spain 
rcm,.' •' 2 full member -f - he all- 
iance it joined under a con- 
servative government lost May. 

The Socialist administration's 
decision concerns a twice-yearly 
meeting of NATO’s nuclear pla- 
nning group, the main forum for 
talks on nuclear strategy, due to be 


Salvador human rights 

activist found killed 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — The 
former president of El Salvador's 
human rights commission has 
been killed in a clash between tro- 
ops and left-wing guerrillas, the 
army said Tuesday. 

An army communique said that 
the dead woman, first thought to 
be a journalist, had been ide- 
ntified as Marianella Garcia Vil- 
las. a founder of the commission 
who vanished from public life in 
1980. 

The announcement followed an 
earlier communique which said a 
black man and a woman killed in 
fighting Monday on the slopes of 
the Guuzapa volcano were bel- 
ieved to be foreign journalists. 
The man has not been identified. 

The human rights commission. 


denounced in the communique as 
an organisation “in the service of 
Marxism-Leninism”, has fre- 
quently released details on the 
number of civilians murdered in 
El Salvador. It usually blamed the 
army or security forces. 

Army spokesmen said Garcia 
Villas. 42. had been identified by 
fingerprints. 

The Armed Forces Press 
Committee (COPREFA) said she 
had been active in a campaign of 
disinformation by the commission 
before joining guerrillas fighting 
the U.S. -backed government. 

The precision legal status of the 
commission is not clear. Although 
denounced by Lhe army, some 
legal experts said Tuesday it had 
never been expressly banned. 
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What do vou bid now? 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 
*A7TKQl063vAK83*K5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

1 * Dble 1 Pass 

2 + ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, 
vou hold: 

♦ K 6 ? J87 0 AKQJ1054 *A 
Your right-hand opponent 
opens the bidding with one 
spade- What action do you 
take? 


Q.4 — East-West vulnerable, 
as South you hold: 

+8652 "952 *984 +AK3 
The bidding has proceeded: 
West North East South 
1 ? 2 ♦* 3 * ? 

* preemptive 
What action do you take? 
Q.5-Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+ K5 KJ96 * AJ83 +K97 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 
1 + Pass 2 NT Pass 
4 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+A652 "AQ1073 C 7+KQ5 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 


Q.6— Both vulnerable, South 
hold: 

♦ 8742 " 964 CAS72 +A6 
Partner opens the bidding 
with one heart. What do you 
respond? 


• z i 


PEKING (R) — A peasant has 
been executed in the southeastern 
Chinese province of Fujian for 
raping 16 women and illegally 
removing contraceptive coils from 
women who wanted to become 
pregnant, an official newspaper 
said Wednesday. 


Peasant grievances 


“The department of state will 
also revoke previously issued 
non-immigrant visas when it is 
determined that the purpose of 
the individual s travel to the Uni- 
ted Slates is to engage in the pro- 
hibited activity." the INS said. 

The rule could force students to 
go home by prohibiting changes in 
their immigration status, school 
transfer, extension of stay and 
employment authorisation” 
Where the purpose is to obtain the 
prohibited training or education", 
according to the new rule. 

The official Libyan news agency 
JANA denounced the U.S. move 
as racist. 


The Guangming daily said Zhu 
Hui had removed coils from 83 
women, violating strict birth con- 
trol regulations which permit 
women to become pregnant only 
with the permission of local family 
planning officials. 


Sixty of the women gave birth 
after their coils were removed, 
and a further 10 also became pre- 
gnant but apparently had abo- 
rtions or miscarriages. 

Zhu. 41. appealed against his 
sentence, but it was upheld by the 
supreme court in Peking and he 
was executed on Feb. 5. the paper 


U.S. arms dealer on bail 


NEW YORK ( R) — A fugitive arms dealer, extradited to the United 
States from Spain over the weekend, was ordered to be held on 


held in southern Portugal next 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

This half-way house position 
reflects the ambiguity of Spain's 
attitude towards NATO, the dip- 
lomats said. 

Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
Tuesday ruled out an early ref- 
erendum on NATO membership, 
arguing that a withdrawal could 
upset the delicate East-West bal- 
ance in a period fraught with ten- 
sion. 

Some diplomats at NATO hea- 
dquarter: .a Brussels expressed 
impatience with what they saw as 
dilatory tactics by the Spaniards. 

"They want to be members of 
the club, draw benefits from the 
political consultations, but they 
are not ready to pay the sub- 
scription fee," one diplomat said. 


5450.000 bail on federal arms dealing charges. 

The defendant, Geroge Korkala. 43, is charged with attempting to 
sell guns, ammunition and coding devices to the government of 
oustead Ugandan dictator Idi Amin in 1979. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Raymond Levites said the Spanish gov- 
ernment had agreed to extradite the defendant from Madrid on 
condition that he be re-tried on charges of selling 10,000 machine- 
guns and ammunition to undercover agents posing as Latin Ame- 
rican revolutionaries in 1979. 

Korkala and co-defendant Frank TerpiJ, a farmer CEA agent, 
jumped bail and were tried and sentenced in absentia in 1981 to jail 
terms of between 17 and 53 years. 


Millions of birds vanish 
mysteriously in Pacific 


WASHINGTON (R1 — More 
than 16 million birds have mys- 
teriously vanished from the Pacific 
atoll of Christmas island, the first 
recorded disappearance of an ent- 
ire island adult bird population, a 
California scientist has said. 

Ralph Schreiber. curator of orn- 
ithology at the National History 
Museum of Los Angeles county, 
said 1 4 million sooty terns, at least 
1.5 million wedge-tailed she- 
arwaters and one million birds of 
16 other species had left their isl- 
and home in the second half of 
1982. 

Thousands of the birds* nes- 
tlings bad been left behind to die. 
he told Reuters Tuesday. 

Dr. S:hr?:bcr. who ha* studied 
birds and mammals in the central 
Pacific for more than 15 years, 
said Christmas Island was teeming 
with bird life when be visited it last 
July but was virtually deserted on 
a second visit in November. 


Speculating that a drastic cha- 
nge in oceanic conditions might 
have forced the exodus, he said: 
‘Tm sure that many of them will 
have died." 


He said since last April the area 
around Christmas Island had exp- 
erienced unusual climatic changes 
causing the sea level Lo rise about 
18 centimetres and ocean tem- 
peratures to rise about seven deg- 
rees Fahrenheit (four degrees 
Centigrade). 


Dr. Schreiber said this might 
have forced the birds’ sole food 
supply, fish and squid, to leave the 
waters, luring the so tty terns, she- 
arwaters and other birds after 
them. 

He said similar climatic changes 
had probably caused mass dis- 
appearances of birds from Pacific 
islands many times in the past, alt- 
hough they had never been rec- 
orded. 


Anti-rebel offensive said 
to be planned by Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan 
rebels have disrupted Kabul's ele- 
ctricity supplies for the third time 
this year as stepped-up fighting 
became more evident in Afg- 
hanistan. Western diplomats rep- 
orted Tuesday. 

They said more Soviet and Afg- 
han troops were being redeployed 
including a Soviet column in Jal- 
alabad. the provincial capital clo- 
sest to the Pakistan border. 

With winter snow melting, the 
guerrillas were also attacking Sov- 
iet road convoys and making sab- 
otage raids, they said. 

The diplomats, who have access 
to information from missions in 
Afghanistan, said most of Kabul 
was plunged into darkness on 
March 9 when power pylons were 
blown up along a line to the capital 
from a hydroelectricity station in 
the Kabul gorge. 

Electricity shortages continued 
for the next four days and an oil- 
fired power station on the out- 
skirts of Kabul took on an inc- 
reased load using up precious fuel 
supplies. 

Diplomatic sources in Pakistan 
said there were power cuts in 
Kabul in January after rebels cut 
power lines last December, and 
the Soviet government newspaper 
Izvestia reported more cuts last 


month, blaming guerrillas. 

The diplomats also said gue- 
rrillas early last month blew up r. 
section of a pipeline carrying nat- 
ural gas exports to the Soviet 
Union, but the damage was qui- 
ckly repaired. 

Rebels were also stepping up 
attacks on aviation targets. On 
March 6 a military transport plane 
had been shot down near Jal- 
alabad, about 130 kilometres east 
of Kabul and 65 kilometres from 
the Pakistan border, with about 50 
casualties, but there were no det- 
ails of the number of dead, the 
diplomats said. 

They said the main offices of 
Afghanistan's international air-' 
line, Ariana. had been bombed 
twice in the past month, but dam- 
age was slight. The offices adjoin 
the Kabul hotel where many sen- 
ior Soviet advisers and military 
officers live. 


Zia astonished 


KARACHI (R) - President 
Mohammad Zia Ul Haq of Pak- 
istan Tuesday described as ast- 
onishing an announcement by 
Bangladesh that it would nor- 
malise relations with the Soviet- 
backed government in Afg- 
hanistan. 




VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope 
John Paul II Wednesday sharply 
criticised foreign intervention in 
the Salvadorean Civil War and 
repeated his call for a peaceful end 
to social injustices in Central 
America. 

Speaking at his first general 
audience since his return last Thu- 
rsday from a nine-day tour of the 
region, the pontiff also renewed 
his attack on attempts to sup- 
erimpose political objectives on 
the ‘‘evangelical content" of the 
Catholic Church. 

His homily, delivered before an 
estimated 13.000 faithful gat- 
hered in the Vatican's audience 


hall and St. Peter's basilica, sum- 
med up the lessons drawn from the 
most politically delicate mission of 
his much-travelled pontificate. 



Clearly affected by the mass 
poverty and elite wealth that he 
witnessed in an eight-nation jou- 
rney through one of the world’s 
most troubled regions, the Pope 
demanded an eud to inequality 
and denounced foreign meddling. 

Central America’s outdated 
social and economic systems "are 
unjust and must be changed by 
adequate reforms, observing the 
principles of social democracy," 
the Pope said. 


3 Baha’is hanged in Iran 


LONDON (R) — Three leading members of the Baha’i faith were 
hanged last weekend in the southern Iranian city of Shiraz, the 
national spiritual assembly of the Baha* is of the United Kingdom 
said Wednesday. It said the three, one of them a woman, were 
among 22 Baha'is sentenced 10 death last mouth by na Islamic 
court in Shiraz. _ : 


‘Dallas’ actress has heart attack 


Brazilian socialist stages 
dramatic political return 


said. Executions in China are usu- 
ally carried out by shooting. 


PEKING (R) — Many peasants 
who complained to the central 
government in Peking about being 
persecuted were ignored or got 
into worse trouble for voicing 
their grievances, the People's 
Daily said Wednesday. 

The Communist Party new- 
spaper said the authorities often 
filed away letters of complaint 
without taking any action or they 
sometimes even showed them to 
the persecutors, who then took 
their revenge. 

But it said the national con- 
stitution guaranteed the right to 
express grievances and officials 
who ignored complaints were fai- 
ling to respect the democratic 
rights of the people. 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Bra- 
zil's most prominent socialist, who 
fled a military coup in 1964 and 
spent the next 15 years in exile, 
completed an astonishing political 
comeback Tuesday when he was 
sworn in as governor of Rio de 
Janeiro State. 

At a noisy and colourful cer- 
emony here. Leonel Brizola, once 
the ruling generals’ most hated 
and feared enemy, took charge of 
the country's second most imp- 
ortant political power base for a 
four-year term. 

Mr. Brizola, 61. was one of 22 
state governors who last Nov- 
ember won elections widely int- 
erpreted as a vital stage in the gov- 


ernment's programme for res- 
toring full democracy. 

As a fiery orator and former 
governor of Rio Grande do Sul 
State, he was a prime target in the 
1964 coup which ousted his left- 
leaning brother-in-law. President 
Joao Go u lan. 

He returned from exile under a 
government amnesty in 1979, and 
the prospect of his victory in Nov- 
ember was enough to send tre- 
mors through right-wing sections 
of the armed forces. 

Ten of the 22 governors taking 
office Tuesday were from the 
opposition, which won almost all 
the vast country’s richest and most 
industrialised states. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Barbara Bel Geddes, who plays Mka 
Elbe in the television series “Dallas”, was in stable cooditxm. ' 
Wednesday after heart surgery, a studio spokesman said Miss Bel 
Geddes, 60, underwent the 4 V: hour operation to bypass blocked 
arteries after complaining of chest pains, the spokesman for 'Lor; 
irnar Productions said. Hospital authorities said Mss Bel Geddes, 
matriarch of the Ewing oil family in the television series, app- 
arently suffered a heart attack before Tuesday night's operation. 
She entered Cedars Sinai Hospital last Saturday because of chest : 
pains and the pains increased Tuesday, the studio spokesman said.. 


Japanese police find fire bomb 


SASEBO, Japan (R) — Japanese police said Wednesday they 
found an unexploded fire bomb inside a U.S. Navy ammunition 
dump, five days before an American aircraft carrier begins a 
controversial visit. Police said the device, found in a sasebo war- 
ehouse containing an unspecified amount of ammunition, was 
apparently planted by left-wing radicals opposed to the visit ofihe 
90,000-ton nuclear-powered Enterprise. ... ■. 


Thai parliament defies general 


2 Italian detectives in 
U.K. to probe old case 


BANGKOK (R) — In an unexpected show of independence 
Wednesday, Thailand's Parliament rejected moves to change the 
constitution to give the armed forces a permanent legal role in . 
running the country. The vote by a joint session of the appointed . 
Senate Upper House and the elected House of Representatives 
was seen as a major humiliation for army chief Gen. Arthit 
Kamlang-Ek, who had campaigned personally for the change, 
arguing it would give Thailand more democracy and stability. 


LONDON (R) — Two Italian 
detectives probing the suspected 
murder in Italy of wealthy Briton 
Jeannette May Wednesday con- 
ferred with British police com- 
manders in London. 

Detectives Carlo Corse tti and 
Giacomo Battaglia plan to que-* 
stion about a dozen people in con- 
nection with the 1980 deaths of 
Mrs. May, .former wife of British 
banker Evelyn de Rothschild, and 
her friend Gabriella Guerin. 

Their skeletal remains were 
found by a bear hunter in a thicket 
near the hill town of Camermo in 


central Italy 14 months after they 
disappeared in a snowstorm. 


Kidnapped British youth released 


The London- Sunday Times 
newspaper said the women were 
murdered by Sardinian bandits 
after a kidnap plot went wrong. 

Italian and British press reports 
have said there were possible links 
with other major unsolved crimes 
as well as the scandal over the 
London death of Vatican banker 
Roberto Calvi. 

Mrs. May, 41, was the wife of 
British chain store executive Ste- 
phen May. 


LONDON (R) — kidnappers have released unharmed the tee- 
nage son of a wealthy British property developer after threaienmg 
to cut his throat if a £200,000 (5300.000) ransom were nor paid, 
police said Wednesday. After a call from the kidnappers. Joseph 
Goldstein, father of Robert Goldstein, 18. deposited the ransom 
at a pre-arranged spot on police advice. Police watched the parcel 
during the night waiting for the kidnappers to appear, but no one 
came to collect the money. Mr. Goldstein, held for 29 hours after 
disappearing from his job at a real estate office on Monday, was 
set free Tuesday night. 
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